North Central School IPM Regional Work Group Teleconference Notes
Monday, November 13th, 2:30PM CST
Roll Call: 

Matt Anderson (IPM Institute, WI), Anastasia Becker (MO Dept Ag), Erin Bauer (University of Neb.), Jodi Perras (Improving Kids Environment), Frannie Miller (Kansas State University), Marie Blankenship (Kansas Dept. Ag), Katie Howard (EPA Region 7), Jessica Shcroeder (CESA 10, WI), Tom Green (IPM Institute, WI)

1. Educational Component: 
· Jodi Perras, Improving Kids Environment (IKE), IN
· Coalition beginnings (2010) consisted of two districts already practicing IPM, Marc Lame (IN university), and IKE coming together to form a coalition.  The coalition organized a specific workshop on bedbugs due to interest/concern among schools. The workshop included information on bedbug biology, IPM control methods and model practices in the school setting. Monroe County schools shared their experience with a bedbug case, including their bed bug policy and  letters sent out to parents about a bed bug incident in one school.

· The coalition was then started with the continuing goal of making it very easy for schools to join. Schools join the coalition by signing up on IKE’s website (www.ikecoalition.org). This gives them access to a password-protected page with meeting notes and materials. Department of Health and state pesticide regulators were also invited to join. A second workshop was organized in December, with training on bed bug monitoring and landscape management. 
· The target audience for workshops was facility managers and superintendents from ~50 counties around Indianapolis. The key to success for these workshops was working with a facilities manger in the Pike Township Schools, as invitations from a peer/fellow manager meant more to local schools than a third party organization.  The October and December workshops were a great success with 60-80 people attending, and included presentations by Ohio State University staff and hand out resources about rodents and bed bug monitoring. 
· More workshops were organized in March and June and included information on the new Indiana school pesticide rule, rodent management and general IPM in schools. Final day-long workshop in June did a walkthrough on a school NOT practicing IPM to give attendees a practical guide to improving their schools. This was very well received. Breakout sessions were offered, with facility managers in one room and superintendents in another to network and discuss specific issues relating to school IPM and their jobs. Having very motivated individuals such as Marc Lame of IU was an integral part of coalition’s success. Currently waiting to hear from EPA for funding for work this year. 
· All workshops were Wed. 9-11 a.m. (best for facility managers) for 2 hours so people could get back to schools. Goal of the meetings was to be quick and useful and schools came from up to an hour away. Another key to success was to have a centralized area (Indianapolis) to hold the meetings.. Interested parties hailed from all across the state, but more than an hour travel was not very feasible, may have need for other IN coalition.  Having a previous school leader contact/helper (facilities manager etc.) is key to getting school districts involved! Any of the resources on the IKE site are available for your use, but please ask Marc Lame before using any of his presentations.


www.ikecoalition.org


schools@ikecoalition.org


Password: IKEIPM
2. Educational Feedback

· Valuable, will continue educational component

· Possible future subjects/presenters 

i. Jessica Schroeder

ii. Metrics (importance, useful ones for grants, etc.)


3. Working Group Member List

· Updated member list is on website, contact Matt if not included/know others that should be
· Listserv Subscription
i. To subscribe to the NCsIPMWG email send an email to listserv@listserv.illinois.edu  with a blank subject and the body text (without quotes) “subscribe NCSCHOOLIPM@LISTSERV.ILLINOIS.EDU [First Name Last Name]”


4. Demonstration/Coalition Updates
· MO – Anastasia is using mini-grant money to work with a school that has a well established school IPM program, with a focus on getting a local coalition up and running. Their previous facilities manager is now head of the statewide facility managers association, should help spread news.
· NE – Last coalition meeting for the year Oct. 26th It included an educational component on bats.  Starting a smaller planning subgroup within IPM group next year to determine what the best educational workshops as well as what other professionals they would like to include in their IPM group (more school districts, PMPs, etc.) Currently have 20-30 people involved. 

· KS – Marie and Frannie looking into getting a survey out to determine current IPM resources and needs. Looking for money to help start up, will be contacting Matt. 
· OH – Barbara Bloetcher presenting at Entomology Society of America meeting, presenting on school IPM efforts, will report back in next meeting.
5. National Updates
· EPA Call Participation
i. Highly productive meeting, EPA now has one person dedicated to school IPM per region. Seth Dibblee (Dibblee.Seth@epamail.epa.gov) is our region 5 lead. Brought all EPA contacts up to date on current school IPM efforts and will be increasing coalition and EPA joint efforts.
· Pest Press
i. Next Pest Press issue will be published in December, if any schools are interested in receiving a (free) bi-monthly pest press, please email myself (manderson@ipminstitute.org) or Allen Wilson at safezonecs@wowway.com. 


6. NC SIPM Priorities
· Sent to NCIPMS – top 3 priorities were increasing recognition and awareness of IPM, advanced training of Pest Management Professionals (PMPs), cost and benefits of IPM 
7. IPM Symposium Annual Meeting Attendance
· Erin, Anastasia, Marc Shour, Clyde will be presenting. Jodi Perras will also attend, pending EPA funding. IPM Institute has some funding for travel stipends, please contact Matt Anderson (manderson@ipminstitute.org )if interested.
· Call for posters has just been sent out. Anastasia can forward to anyone interested. 

8. Grant Funding  and Metric Updates
· NC IPMC Grant Proposal
i. $20,000 maximum. Zach Bruns is taking lead at IPM Institute, please contact him for any areas of focus you would like changed for the upcoming year. We will begin focusing more on coalition building this year, but will still work on making demonstration schools. 

· Survey and Metric Updates

i. Survey will be sent out (to state facility managers/superintendents) in January/February. Have finalized survey questions, and the list of contacts and actual survey creation are in process. Will be sent out on a state by state basis. 
Next Call: Monday, December 12th, 2:30pm CST
