Help Ensure IPM CAPs are Available in Your State!
A few minutes of your time is required to ensure farmers in your state have access to Natural Resources Conservation Service's new Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) program for IPM and that the cost share rate provided to growers is adequate for a professional to write the plan.

Simply review and adapt the Sample Letter to NRCS State Conservationist below, and send to your state conservationist as soon as possible.  Please forward this to others in your state and ask that they act as well.
 
CAPs provides cost share for farmers to hire a qualified professional to prepare a plan for their farm; to be cost-effective for growers and plan writers, cost share rates must reflect the market value of hiring a professional to write a CAP.  IPM plans are an option but only if your state conservationist selects IPM as one of their CAPs.  A new national working group funded by the Northeast and North Central IPM Centers is building awareness and developing training and support tools to help make this program a success. 

Crop consultants, Extension and conservation professionals can qualify to prepare CAPs for growers.  A training opportunity is coming up in January with others to follow.  For more details, visit www.ipminstitute.org/IPMCAPs or contact Vicki Kalkirtz at vkalkirtz@ipminstitute.org or 608 232-1410.

Thank you for your time and assistance!

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Green

Sample Letter to NRCS State Conservationist
[Adapt the following text and place on your letterhead and fax, mail and/or email to your state conservationist]

[Date], 2010

Dear [State Conservationist Name, select yours from the list below],    
                                                        
On behalf of [your constituents or organization], [I/we] ask you to offer Integrated Pest Management Conservation Activity Plans (IPM CAPs) in our state.  

You must determine if you will offer IPM CAPs and indicate your cost-share rates.  If you have already indicated your CAPs selection(s) for our state, you may add IPM CAPs. 

In addition, [I/we] ask that you provide the maximum 75% cost share for IPM CAPs and set appropriate cost share rates for this practice.  Rates should be set based on market data, procurement data and NRCS costs; establishing an adequate cost share rate will encourage growers and crop advisors to participate in the program.  Information on setting cost share rates is available at www.ipminstitute.org/IPMCAPs/NRCS_Opportunity.htm under "Steps to Developing an IPM CAP Program in Your State".

IPM CAPS represent a valuable opportunity for farmers to work with qualified crop advisors and conservation professionals to protect resource concerns from the impacts of pest management activities including pesticide applications.  This is an important opportunity.  For example, a 2006 report by the US Geological Survey reviewing 10 years of survey data found that 94% of fish samples, 94% of surface water samples and 33% of ground water samples were contaminated with pesticides.  Ten percent of stream samples and 1% of well samples exceeded a human health threshold for pesticide residues.  

A new national working group is working to build awareness and provide training and tools to make IPM CAPs a success in our state and nationally, including providing information to states on appropriate cost share rates.  For more information, visit www.ipminstitute.org/IPMCAPs  or contact Vicki Kalkirtz at vkalkirtz@ipminstitute.org or 608 232-1410.

Your immediate action to make this opportunity available in our state is much appreciated.

Sincerely,

List of NRCS State Conservationist, by state
Alabama

William Puckett

william.puckett@al.usda.gov
334-887-4535 (p)

334-887-4552 (f)

P.O. Box 311

Auburn, AL  36831-0311

Alaska

Robert N. Jones

robert.jones@ak.usda.gov
907-761-7780 (p)

907-761-7790(f)

800 W. Evergreen Avenue, Suite 100

Palmer, AK  99645

Arizona

David McKay

David.McKay@az.usda.gov
602-280-8810 (p)

602-280-8809 (f)

230 N. First Avenue, Suite 509

Phoenix, AZ  85003-1733

Arkansas

Kalven Trice

kalven.trice@ar.usda.gov

501-301-3100 (p)

501-301-3194 (f)

Room 3416, Federal Building

700 West Capitol Ave.

Little Rock, AR 72201-3225
California

Ed Burton

Ed.Burton@ca.usda.gov 
530-792-5600 (p)

530-792-5790 (f)

430 G Street #4164

Davis, CA 95616-4164

Colorado

Allen Green

allen.green@co.usda.gov
720-544-2810 ext. 2810 (p)

720-544-2962 (f)

655 Parfet St, Room E200C

Lakewood, CO 80215-5517
Connecticut

Douglas Zehner

douglas.zehner@ct.usda.gov
860-871-4011 (p)
860-871-4054 (f)
344 Merrow Road, Suite A

Tolland, CT  06084-3917

Delaware

Russell Morgan

russel.morgan@de.usda.gov
302-678-4160 (p)
302-678-0843 (f)
1221 College Park Drive

Dover, DE 19904-8713

Florida

Carlos Suarez

carlos.suarez@fl.usda.gov
352-338-9500 (p)
352-338-9574 (f)
2614 N.W. 43rd Street

Gainesville, FL   32606-6611

Georgia

James Tillman

James.Tillman@ga.usda.gov
706-546-2272 (p)
706-546-2120 (f)
355 East Hancock Ave

Stop Number 200

Athens, GA 30601

Hawaii

Larry Yamamoto

Larry.Yamamoto@hi.usda.gov

808-541-2600 ext. 107 (p)
808-541-1335 (f)
Pacific Islands Area State Office

P.O. Box 50004

Honolulu, HI 96850-0050

Idaho

Jeff Burwell

jeffery.burwell@id.usda.gov
208-378-5701 (p)
208-378-5735 (f)
9173 W. Barnes Drive, Suite C

Boise, ID  83709-1574

Illinois

William J. Gradle

bill.gradle@il.usda.gov
217-353-6601 (p)
217-353-6676 (f)
2118 W. Park Court

Champaign, IL 61821

Indiana

Jane Hardisty

jane.hardisty@in.usda.gov
317-290-3200 (p)
317-290-3225 (f)
6013 Lakeside Boulevard

Indianapolis, IN 46278-2933

Iowa

Richard Sims

richard.sims@ia.usda.gov
515-284-6655 (p)
515-284-4394 (f)
210 Walnut Street, Room 693

Des Moines, IA 50309

Kansas

Eric B. Banks

eric.banks@ks.usda.gov
785-823-4565 (p)
785-823-4540 (f)
760 South Broadway

Salina, KS 67401

Kentucky

Thomas Perrin

thomas.perrin@kt.usda.gov
859-224-7350 (p)
859-224-7399 (f)
771 Corporate Drive, Suite 210

Lexington, KY  40503

Louisiana

Kevin Norton

kevin.norton@la.usda.gov

318-473-7751 (p)
318-473-7682 (f)
3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302

Maine

Juan Hernandez

juan.hernandez@me.usda.gov
207-990-9585 (p)
207-990-9599 (f)
967 Illinois Avenue, Suite #3

Bangor, ME  04401

Maryland

Jon Hall

jon.hall@md.usda.gov
410-757-0861 (p)
410-757-0687 (f)
John Hanson Business Center

339 Busch's Frontage Road, Suite 301

Annapolis, MD  21409-5543

Massachusetts

Christine Clarke

christine.clarke@ma.usda.gov
413-253-4351 (p)
413-253-4375 (f)
451 West Street

Amherst, MA 01002 

Michigan

Garry Lee

garry.lee@mi.usda.gov
517-324-5277 (p)
517-324-5171 (f)
3001 Coolidge Road, Suite 250

East Lansing, MI  48823

Minnesota

William Hunt

william.hunt@mn.usda.gov
651-602-7900 (p)
651-602-7914 (f)
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600

Saint Paul, MN   55101

Mississippi

Homer Wilkes

homer.wilkes@ms.usda.gov

601-965-5205 ext. 130 (p)
601-965-4940 (f)

100 W. Capitol Street, Suite 1321 Federal Bldg.

Jackson, MI 39269

Missouri

J. R. Flores

jr.flores@mo.usda.gov
573-876-0901 (p)
573-876-0913 (f)
Parkade Center, Suite 250

601 Business Loop 70 West

Columbia, MO  65203-2546

Montana

Joyce Swartzendruber

Joyce.Swartzendruber@mt.usda.gov

406-587-6813 (p)
406-587-6761 (f)
10 East Babcock Street

Federal Building, Room 443

Bozeman, MT 59715-4704

Nebraska

Stephen K. Chick

steve.chick@ne.usda.gov

402-437-5300 (p)
402-437-5327 (f)
Rm 152, Federal Building

100 Centennial Mall North

Lincoln, NE  68508-3866

Nevada

Bruce Peterson

bruce.petersen@nv.usda.gov 
775-857-8500 (p)
775-857-8524 (f)
1365 Corporate Blvd.

Reno, NV 89502-7102

New Hampshire

Rick Ellsmore (acting STC)
rick.ellsmore@nh.usda.gov
603-868-7581 ext. 125 (p)
603-868-5301 (f)
Federal Building, 2 Madbury Rd. 
Durham, NH 03824-2043

New Jersey

Tom Drewes

tom.drewes@nj.usda.gov 
732-537-6040 (p)
732-537-6095 (f)
220 Davidson Ave 4th Floor

Somerset, NJ 08873

New Mexico

Dennis Alexander

Dennis.Alexander@nm.usda.gov
505-761-4401 (p)
505-761-4462 (f)
6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, NM  87109

New York

Astor F. Boozer

astor.boozer@ny.usda.gov
315-477-6504 (p)
315-477-6560 (f)
The Galleries of Syracuse

441 South Salina St., Suite 354

Syracuse, NY 13202-2450

North Carolina

Mary K. Combs

mary.combs@nc.usda.gov
919-873-2101 (p)
919-873-2156(f)
4407 Bland Rd., Suite 117

Raleigh, NC  27609

North Dakota

John Glover
john.glover@wdc.usda.gov
701-530-2003 (p)
701-530-2110 (f)
220 East Rosser Avenue

Federal Building, Room 270

Bismarck, ND  58501

Ohio

Terry J. Cosby

terry.cosby@oh.usda.gov
614-255-2472 (p)
614-255-2548 (f)
200 North High Street, Room 522

Columbus, OH  43215

Oklahoma

Ron L Hilliard

ron.hillard@ok.usda.gov
405-742-1204 (p)
405-742-1201 (f)
100 USDA, Suite 206

Stillwater, OK 74074-2655

Oregon

Ron Alvarado
ron.alvarado@or.usda.gov

503-414-3200 (p)
503-414-3103 (f)
1201 NE Lloyd Blvd

Portland, OR 97232

Pennsylvania
Craig Derickson

craig.derickson@pa.usda.gov
717-237-2203 (p)
717-237-2238 (f)
One Credit Union Place

Suite 340

Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

Rhode Island

Pooh Vongkhamdy

Pooh.Vongkhamdy@ri.usda.gov
401-828-1300 ext. 8 (p)
401-828-0433 (f)
60 Quaker Lane, Suite 46

Warwick, RI 02886-0111

South Carolina

Niles Glasgow

niles.glasgow@sc.usda.gov
803-253-3935 (p)
803-253-3670 (f)
Strom Thurmond Federal Building

1835 Assembly Street, Room 950

Columbia, SC 29201

South Dakota

Janet Oertly

janet.oertly@sd.usda.gov
605-352-1200 (p)
605-352-1288 (f)
200 Fourth St SW, Room 203

Huron, SD 57350

Tennessee

Kevin Brown

kevin.brown@tn.usda.gov
615-277-2531 (p)
615- 277-2577 (f)
675 U.S. Courthouse

801 Broadway

Nashville, TN  37203

Texas

Don Gohmert

don.gohmert@tx.usda.gov

254-742-9800 (p)
254-742-9819 (f)
101 South Main
Temple, TX 76501

Utah

Sylvia Gillen

sylvia.gillen@ut.usda.gov

801-524-4551 (p)
801-524-4403 (f)
Wallace F. Bennett Federal Building

125 South State St, Room 4402

Salt Lake City, UT 84138-1100

Vermont

Judy Doerner

Judy.Doerner@vt.usda.gov
802-951-6796 ext. 228 (p)
802-951-6327 (f)
356 Mountain View Drive

Suite 105

Colchester, VT 05446

Virginia

Jack Bricker

jack.bricker@va.usda.gov
804-287-1691 (p)
804-287-1737 (f)
1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 209

Richmond, VA 23229-5014 

Washington

Roylene Rides-At-The-Door

roylene.rides-at-the-door@wa.usda.gov

509-323-2900 (p)
509-323-2909 (f)
316 W. Boone Ave., Suite 450

Spokane, WA 99201-2348

West Virginia

Louis Aspey
louis.aspey@wv.usda.gov
304-284-7540 (p)
304-284-4839 (f)
1550 Earl Core Road, Suite 200,

Morgantown, WV 26505

Wisconsin

Patricia Leavenworth

pat.leavenworth@wi.usda.gov
608-662-4422 Ext. 222 (p)
608-662-4430 (f)
8030 Excelsior Drive

Madison, WI  53717-2906

Wyoming

Xavier Montoya

xavier.montoya@wy.usda.gov 

307-233-6750 (p)
307-233-6753 (f)
100 East B Street, 3rd Floor

Casper, WY  82602-5011

