North Central Region School IPM Working Group Conference Call 
2:30PM CDT, October 11, 2010

Participants: Kelly Adams, Zach Bruns, Erin Bauer, Heather Duncan, Sherry Glick, Tom Green, Kelly Humphry, Marc Lame, Frannie Miller, Derrick Pehlman, Jodi Perras, Ashley Sims, Allen Wilson
Action Items:

· If you have not done so already, please send Kelly Humphry (khumphry@ipminstitute.org) the spreadsheet with your rankings for the North Central Region School IPM Working Group priorities.  Kelly will send out another copy of the spreadsheet to those of you who have not responded.

· Kelly and Zach will designate and coordinate monthly updates with a point person in each state via email in order to report on demonstrations, coalitions and upcoming events. 

1. Any additional agenda items?
· Our working group decided during the annual meeting in August to restructure our monthly conference calls.  We will now include an educational component during monthly calls on various school IPM related topics. This month we discussed bed bugs. Next month Jodi Perras will give a more structured presentation about generating positive media activity.  Updates will now be handled via email prior to the call and distributed in the meeting minutes afterwards.
· Zach and Kelly would like to designate a point person in each state to report updates on coalition and demonstration work as well as upcoming events each month. This information is very important for our quarterly grant reports and to make sure we stay on task with our regional working group's priorities (TBD via rankings).  We will organize this via email next month and anticipate sending a reminder email to the point person in each state every month requesting a summary of coalition/demonstration work and upcoming events in their state.
2. Bed Bugs Discussion
· Can pesticides containing diatomaceous earth be used to treat bed bugs in schools?  Diatomaceous earth (DE) is used in cracks and crevices and could be applied homes to limit bedbug transfer to schools, especially when heat or pesticides aren’t working (Marc Lame is asking a lawyer about this).  DE is an asthma trigger which is a problem.  It would also be helpful to identify which DE products have bed bugs on the label, since states like New York require pests to be on the label in order for certified applicators to use.  MSDS labels do not always match up with label requirements for DE.  IPM coordinators and facility managers need to be careful so teachers don't spread DE across wide floor area because improper use can cause more harm than good, especially in staff lounges.  

· PMSP bedbug section should include the joint statement from the EPA and CDC in its resource section.
· Links to bed bug pest presses: 
http://schoolipm.ifas.ufl.edu/Florida/Pest%20Press/Arizona/Jan-Feb%20Bed%20Bugs.pdf
http://www.ag.auburn.edu/enpl/schoolipm/documents/2008_october_-bedbugs.pdf
· Derrick receives calls from schools dealing with bed bugs inquiring about how to create specific policies.  He references Ohio bed bug policies and is in the process of developing detailed bed bug guidelines (see http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/pcbedbugs.htm).  Ultimately responsibility for bed bug treatment and prevention lies with schools.  
· A pest management company in Lincoln, NE received a beg bug tracking dog.  Both Lincoln and Omaha School Districts have expressed interest in learning more about this resource.  Recently a NE custodian told his school he had bed bugs in his apartment and he was asked not to come to work until the problem was taken care of (fear factor and social stigma).  There is a need for protocol for handling both students and staff who are coming to school with bed bugs. 

· Steps to treating bed bugs in schools—Marc sends letters to parents about what bedbugs are and basic prevention methods.  Parents and teachers also receive copies of pest press newsletters.  Students need to bring a change of clothes to school, so that their first set can be washed and dried using high heat.  Monitoring is done where student sits using dry ice monitors under chairs, after hours. 
· Housing and Urban Development (HUD) reports people are getting evicted because they have bedbugs when the pest is often not brought in by them or else it they bring it in unknowingly with furniture or in boxes.  Many people actually don’t know they have bedbugs.
· On EPA’s product search site, when you search for “home”, 90% of products are bed bombs and foggers, many which are labeled for bed bugs.  These eradication methods can be both ineffective and dangerous for home owners.

Comments or questions on open discussion format—group wants more structure in the educational component of our monthly conference calls.  It would be helpful to provide an expert presenter and allow for questions/comments at the end of a presentation.
3. National update—the IPM Institute received the contract agreement for the PRIA 2010 grant.  The North Central School IPM Working Group will be involved in helping establish new coalitions using these grant funds.
4. Pilot/Coalition updates

a. South Dakota – the demonstration team is waiting to hear from Brookings and Flandreau School Districts regarding their final assessment date.  Jerry Jochim has agreed to come up to help with the final assessment, as he was also there for the initial inspections.

b. Nebraska – In August, Clyde and Erin presented on pests and IPM during in-service trainings held for Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) and Omaha Public Schools (OPS) custodial and food service staff.  Second demonstration visits were completed on Sept 9 for OPS and Sept 23 for LPS. Third visits are scheduled for Dec 9 for OPS and Feb 2, 2011 for LPS.  Coalition meetings set for 2011 include the Urban Pest Management Conference February 7-8, as well as meetings on April 27, July 27, and Oct 26.  NE had their 4th coalition meeting of the year on October 6, where Tom Green spoke on IPM STAR and Green Shield Certification.  
c. Illinois – Westville is compiling its paperwork to apply for IPM STAR certification.  Illinois' state IPM coordinator's funding was cut significantly.  In order to maintain some funding for school IPM, Doug Jones (extension specialist) will take over leadership of school IPM program.  He has been coordinating with Derrick.  They plan to do two more demonstrations, one in the southern and one in the northern part of the state.
d. Ohio - held a coalition meeting in Dayton June 16, 2010.  Barbara Bloetscher led a discussion and walk through of an Upper Arlington Middle School the last week of September for the Environmental Education afterschool student club.
e. Indiana – On October 6, the Northwest Indiana Educational Services Center provided training and other services to a five-county area encompassing 23 member school corporations, seven private schools and nine charter schools. Their director, Dr. Charles Costa, asked IKE to speak about the new school pesticide rules and also about IPM.  IKE held a 2-hour workshop attended by 26 school representatives, including assistant superintendents, facility managers, IPM coordinators and contracted pest professionals. IKE has also formed a goal and two-pronged mission for their school IPM coalition, which will be holding a meeting for reps from 20 IN schools on October 20 at the Pike Township Administrative Services Center.  Dr. Marc Lame will be discussing protocols for addressing bed bugs in schools, including a sample letter to parents, treatment options and commonly asked questions.  After the meeting IKE will collect feedback from the group before planning a follow up meetings for November 5 and December 1 for a workshop.  There are nine regional educational service centers around the state and IKE hopes to be able to take our workshop to all of them.
f. Missouri - Missouri School IPM working group will be holding a school IPM workshop before the Missouri Coordinated Health Care Coalition annual meeting in December - meeting attendees include school nurses, health instructors, etc.  They also posted school IPM video online.
5. Upcoming Events

a. Next month, Clyde Ogg and his wife are conducting bed bug workshops for consumers in Omaha, Lincoln, and Grand Island.   Please contact Clyde (cog@unl.edu) for more information.
6. Next call: Monday, November 1, 2010 from 2:30PM-3:30PM Central Daylight Time (CDT).  Jodi Perras of Improving Kids’ Environment (IKE) will be speaking on “how to work with the news media to get positive coverage.”
