North Central School IPM Working Group Conference Call Minutes
April 11, 2011

2:30pm – 3:30pm

Agenda:
1. Roll Call:
Allen Wilson, Ashley Sims, Marc Lame, Lynnae Jess, Ruth Kerzee, Anastasia Becker, Derrick Pehlman, Frannie Miller, Tom Green, Kelly Chambers, Janet Hurley (Educational Speaker)
2. National Updates (5 min)
The school IPM national steering committee had a conference call earlier today and discussed the finalization of coalition support documents. These include the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), the Coalition Operation Protocol and the Coalition Model Funding Proposal Template.  These documents are scheduled to be approved on the May 9th national steering committee call and will then be available for use in recruiting and creating coalitions. 
3. Educational Portion: IPM Calculator – Janet Hurley will give a walk-through. (20 min)
Janet Hurley of Texas AgriLife Extension Service gave a walk-through of the IPM Calculator.  The cost calculator is a free tool that allows you to assess pest risks for your school or district, and give you the resources and insight you need to develop your own budget for a school integrated pest management (IPM) program. By entering information about the location, presence of pests and the condition of your school, the calculator calculates an estimate of overall pest risk for your school. In addition, the calculator has features that will allow you create your own budget and see how improving certain features will affect the overall pest risk.
They have been working on the IPM Calculator since 2003.  They have received funding to complete the calculator by adding a function to calculate areas for improvement and a budget estimate.  It should be complete and up and running by the end of 2011. 

The question was asked, “Where is the information that school enter into the IPM Calculator stored?”  -- It is currently stored by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service.  As the calculator is complete and ready to be used frequently by schools they will look into privacy policies to maintain that school data is not used inappropriately.  
You can set up login information if you would like to test out the IPM Calculator.  It allows you to select “fake” school so that the data is not recorder by the Texas AgriLife Extension.  

4. NCIPM Mini-Grant RFP (5 min)
There is money available from the North Central Working Group grant.  In the near future, the IPM Institute will put out an RFP for four $2500 mini-grants (it was originally said to be two mini-grants but had been increased to four).  The work period is through September 2011 with the goal of creating sustainable coalitions. 
5. Future Funding – How are we going to sustain IPM in the North Central region when the NC IPM Center funding disappears?  Brainstorm long-term options. (15 min)
The North Central IPM Center funding is uncertain after next March.  We currently have the PRIA 2010 grant from the EPA but eventually we will need to diversify our funding sources to remain sustainable.  Please be thinking about what sources of funding is available in your individual states, what has proven to be successful funding in the past and how we can reach untapped sources of funding in the future.  We will be discussing this again in future NCSIPM conference calls.  

6. Coalition/Demonstration  Updates (15 min)
Indiana – Jodi discussed the school day workshop that IKE plans to host in the end of June.  They plan to conduct a walk-through during the workshop and have sessions on IPM “hot topics”.  

Missouri – Some of the MO contacts met with the asthma coalition recently and they plan to have a coalition meeting soon.

Illinois – Ruth Kerzee at Safer Pest Control Project is working on factsheets for childcare bed bugs – they have been receiving a lot of requests in Chicago for bed bug information.  They are also planning an online training for Chicago Public schools which has been delayed due to legal issues. 

Derrick Pehlman said IL Department of Public Health is working on bed bug factsheets and translating them into Spanish as well.  Derrick also mentioned funding to develop IPM plans in nine daycare centers in East St. Louis – this plan should be complete by mid-October.
Ohio – Allen Wilson mentioned OH is still not a formal coalition but is holding seminars at Ohio State University.  The last seminar was March 16th with three others coming this spring and summer.  They try to recruit volunteers at the seminars but haven’t gotten any takers.  There are between 30-60 people attending these seminars.  Alan is doing a case study to use to help implement IPM in schools.  Allen and Dave Shetlar will take the lead on the OH coalition once formed.
Nebraska – via email from Erin Bauer: 

· March 21: Conducted 4th visit in our Lincoln Public School 

· March 22, 23, and 29: Filmed IPM Process video in the Lincoln Public School using actors 

· April 27: Upcoming 2nd coalition meeting for 2011; we'll have Nebraska Dept of Ag and Keep Nebraska Beautiful representatives coming to present about a chemical cleanout program in schools 


Michigan – They are starting a coalition and plan to have the first meeting in the end of May.  Project leads will be Lynnae Jess and Larry Olsen at MSU.
National Project Updates – Tom Green is working on a PRIA2 proposal with a group of IPM leaders to identify unmanaged bed bug infestations in schools.  The proposal will work to advance IPM partnerships, use various outreach methods, measure effects of IPM, build a business case and test/promote new community IPM strategies to control pests.  They are working on the proposal due April 22 and will hear back about a month after that. 
Next Call: May 9, 2011, 2:30pm – 3:30pm (CST)

