North Central School IPM Working Group Conference Call Minutes
May 9, 2011
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm CST
Roll Call
Frannie Miller, Bob Stoddard, Katie Howard (EPA), Ashley Sims, Lynnae Jess, Jodi Perras, Allen Wilson, Dave Otte (Educational Speaker), Tom Green, Susan Ratcliffe

Introduction
Katherine Howard is the new school IPM contact from EPA Region 7.  She is taking over for Heather Duncan.  She comes from the Kansas Dept of Ag where she worked on pesticide issues.  She is available at:
Katie Howard
Toxics and Pesticides Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7
901 North 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101
Phone:  913-551-7861
Fax:  913-551-9861
howard.katherine@epa.gov
Additional Items:

Pest Presses – Allen Wilson
Allen is working on a grant from the University of Illinois to deliver a pest press.  He is working on how to best distribute this and how to obtain funding to maintain the pest press.  He will give us an update after their next planning meeting. 
Educational Component – Dave Otte (20 Minutes)
Kelly Humphry listened to Dave speak at Greenbuild Chicago. He works in Portland, OR for Holst Architecture (a LEED firm).  Currently, he is working on the Resource Access Center project and will speak about design specs for IPM in schools and housing complexes, including a bed bug heat treatment room.
Dave’s current project, the Resource Access Center which is operated by the Housing Authority of Portland, has three components: 1) a Day center offer services to the homeless, 2) a men’s shelter offering hosing and 3) a 130 efficiency studio apartments.  This building is the main facility for serving needs of the homeless.

The design of the building was based on IAQ health of occupants focusing on ventilation and a clean environment.  One of the major design alterations that they focused on was issues with Bed Bugs.  They used concrete wherever possible and eliminated crevices and cavities within walls.  They sealed walls for both acoustical reasons and to prevent pest entrances.  They Diatomaceous earth in the building process. Units were fully furnished to insure the best environment to decrease bed bugs. Most furniture was made of plastic and steel, making it affordable and eliminating areas conducive to bed bugs.  

The largest part of the project to reduce bed bugs infestations is the heat treatment room they built.  The room heats up to 190 degrees using a sauna heater. It takes about 20-30 minutes to heat up the six-sided insulated room. All joints are sealed and there is radiated foil to radiate heat back into the room, making it as efficient as possible.
They are getting many questions from others in the community asking how they can use the heat treatment room in other areas.  This is the first heat treatment room in the State of Oregon.  The heating room cost about $35,000 – it would have cost less if it were originally included into the building plans.
Decisions to use “green” technologies in the building were determined by payback, ease of use and longevity.  It was estimated that they invested about $500,000 to $60,000 per year, making the payback period a little bit under 10 years.  Having this cost savings was a big help when pitching the project to the client.  

If you have further questions for Dave Otte you can reach him by email at dotte@holstarc.com 
Sustainable Funding Ideas 
Tom asked participants if they thought seeking funding through industry would be conflicting.  Would businesses that have an investment in pest management conflict with our mission? (Companies like Dow) 

Jodi from Improving Kids’ Environment (IKE) out of Indianapolis said that a Dow representative was invited to a workshop.  The school leaders do not want anyone who would try to sell product/services to schools also to be funding schools.

The NC IPM Center is looking into competing for more funding – the next round of funding would be in FY 2013. Sue Ratcliffe asked if state PTA councils will support school IPM coalitions – something to look into.  IL has incorporated the school IPM program in to the USDA program for funding.  Also, IL has obtained funds through the U of IL Student Sustainability Council to work on the college campus.  Sue said that most working groups have funding through FY 2012 and they are looking into funding sources for years after.  The FY 2012 funding amount is about ¾ that of prior years.  The NC IPM Center will be putting together a proposal once the RFP comes out and will ask for letters of support.

Allen Wilson said that the best resources immediately available will be Ohio State University.  He will talk with contacts at OSU, looking into further funding sources.

Bob Stoddard said we should look into foundations such as the Kellogg Foundation.  He thinks that we need to include industry when looking into funds. 

Tom said we should look into which industry companies are funding schools to get ideas for who we should be contacting and what programs we should look into.  
Another approach we could take is individual fundraising.  We should look into making a case for funding school IPM.  
PRIA 2010 Funding Spreadsheet (See attachment) (10 -15 minutes)
Highlights from each state in support of a coalition:

Michigan:  A new coalition will be started with a small portion of PRIA 2008 funding. It will be led by Lynnae Jess, Bob Stoddard, Larry Olsen, John Stone and Sue Risley with support from the MI School Business Officials. 
Iowa:  Mark Shour said that IA might not be a great state for PRIA 2010 funding but there is support from school nurses to collect asthma data.  Kelly C will talk further with Mark to get more info on a possible IA coalition.  

Ohio:  Ohio is not an established coalition but they are holding workshops regularly with good participation.  They have seven workshops planned this year.  They need more participation in the NC work group calls from Ohio State University.
Illinois: Under PRIA 2008, Safer Pest Control Project held one teleconference and Seth Miller organized a coalition meeting for east central IL school administrators with 18 people attending.  There is strong support in Vermillion County and Katlan High School.  These could be potential areas to collect asthma data.  There is also a pilot project started at U of IL that could support a coalition.
Indiana:  The new IPM Coordinator in Bloomington, IN will be working on forming a core group for the coalition.  Marc Lame said that we could potentially partner with the IN Department of Health to collect asthma data.
North Central WG Annual Meeting (5-10 minutes) 
Tom posed the idea of using work group funds to send members to the IPM Symposium next March instead of holding an annual meeting.  The work group thought this was a good idea and we will look further into arranging this.
Coalition/Demonstration Updates (5-10 minutes)
· Michigan

The first meeting of the MI coalition has yet to be scheduled but the goal is the end of May.  They are still recruiting for coalition members and have left messages for the MI Dept of Ag.

· Nebraska

They held a coalition meeting on April 27 with 15 participants and will be conducting inspections in both demonstration projects on June 1st and 2nd.  They will be looking into IPM Star.  They have another meeting on July 27 with an educational portion for participants.

· Indiana

Ashley Sims gave an update on the June 22 IKE workshop.  It is a daylong event at Morrisville High School.  They will discuss state regulations, bed bugs and school facilities management.  For more questions email Ashley Sims at asims@ikecoalition.org 

· Ohio
Ohio has seven workshops planned this year and Allen Wilson  is working to get more support from Ohio State University.
· National Update

The coalition documents for PRIA 2010 are almost complete.  These will be good resources for new coalitions to use to help organize members.

· Miscellaneous

The Centers for Disease Control is working with the National Environmental and Health Association and added funding for $70,000 for the school IPM portion of their insect and rodent workshops.  Marc Lame said they are trying to get EPA to help with this to develop a core group of change agents.  They are holding a meeting on August 8-10 with tribal representatives to discuss this.
NEXT CALL: Monday, June 13, 2011 at 2:30 pm CST
