North Central School IPM Regional Work Group Conference Call 

Date:  Monday, June 13, 2011

Time:  2:30-3:30PM CST

Attachments:

1. PRIA 2010 Coalition Funding Update

2. 2011-school-ipm-grants-RFP

3. NCWG sIPM Mini-Grant RFP

Participants: Kelly Chambers, Zach Bruns, Tom Green, Anastasia Becker, Erin Bauer, Bob Stoddard, Frannie Miller, Jennifer Grant, Dave Shetlar
1. Don’t forget to sign up for the UNL School IPM Facebook contest for a chance to with a school IPM tool kit ($100 value).  For more information, see: http://www.facebook.com/pages/UNL-Extension-Pesticide-Safety-Education-Program-PSEP/189625937723343 

2. Educational Speaker:  

Jennifer Grant, Ph.D.

Asst. Director & Community IPM Coordinator New York State IPM Program www.nysipm.cornell.edu
jag7@cornell.edu 
Education, training, and related professional experience (http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/program/staff/grant.asp):
.
Ph.D., Entomology, Cornell University, 2000 

.
M.S., Entomology, University of Vermont, 1989 

.
B.S., International Agriculture, University of Vermont, 1983 

.
Ornamentals IPM Specialist, NYS IPM Program, 1989-1996 

Jennifer will speak about the issues surrounding athletic fields including budgets, communication and cultural practices at schools.

In schools, efforts to maintain athletic fields are often misguided.  Many times pesticides are not used, but improvement in cultural practices can be improved.

· Any bans on pesticide use in your state?  In MI, there are qualifications.

· In NY, school pesticide posting law has been around 8-9 years, so many schools decided not to use pesticides.  Law passed last month to ban pesticide use on school grounds.  

· In New York:

· Common usages of pesticides—Roundup and Roundup alternatives (non-selective herbicide) to reduce pesticides around fence lines and electric boxes.

· Non-leaf herbicides are often used and sometimes with grub management.

· In Missouri (Anastasia), more disease pressure, so more application.  No state laws and lots of community pressure to maintain pristine fields.
· Field pride can be used to your advantage to implement IPM practices in turf.

· Labor and finances are biggest stressors.  Wet fields in the spring cause grass to grow rapidly (compounded with a pressed management crew).

· Schools need to pay more attention to managing use of fields.

· Managing resources: money spent on pesticides could be re-allocated to fertilizer, feed and water.

· Communication is often lacking.  Grounds crew needs a good spokes person who can bridge the gap between superiors, coaches and administrators.  Six months or a year of rest can do wonders for a field, especially if you can use alternate or artificial fields.  Get the team involved, e.g., have athletes help pick up litter on the field and re-seed after a game.  

· (Dave) Important to get support of booster clubs.  E.g., in Ohio, there are no laws the prohibit volunteers from coming in and spraying the fields (with products that often don’t work).  Can get them to buy into purchasing seed for the fields. 
· Assessment of non-athletic areas:
· What areas might be able to go “no mow” (i.e. let grass grow and turn into a meadow area).

· Making “no mow” area into a nature area.  Can also be used as a justification for a labor budget (doing less with less).
· (Dave) Picking short grasses for “no mow” areas.  Can mow high or every other week.  Keep blades sharp.
· Can help educate school decision makers.  Many schools want to concentrate resources on main athletic fields.

· (Dave) Word of caution for ticks.  Do not want to take any actions that would increase the risk of spreading Lyme disease.

· Assessment of athletic field areas:

· Heavy over seeding programs (e.g., with weekly rye grass application) and field rest can significantly reduce pesticide and herbicide use.

· This approach works for northern turf region where perennial rye is appropriate. 

· (Dave) Sports Turf Management Association—what is done in the southern region?  Possibly use Bermuda grass as a knitting agent, which reduces clumps.

· If main field is used for practice, encourage facility manager to network with school admins and coaches to negotiate off days.  

· (Dave) Short vs. high cut does not make a significant difference in terms of speed of athletes.  Mixing seeds (e.g. tall fescues and rye grass) may cause discolorization in field(s).
· Broadcast application is ok.  Seeds are ~$1.25/lb.  Weekly application is about $40/week.  For about 16 weeks is about $640 for a season.

· (Dave) Mixed fields of Kentucky Bluegrass with perennial rye grass get about a 25% take, which increase to 50% over a couple years.

· Fence lines and curbs, propane flamers are an alternate to Round Up (e.g., Weed Dragon).  Hot water machines are another alternative; however, they are expensive.  Acidics and soaps alternatives are also available, which require more frequent applications.

3. PRIA 2010 Funding Update Discussion - North Central States (see attachment) 

· North Central states proposed for PRIA 2010 funding are OH, MO, MI and a fourth state (either IA, IL or IN).
· Proposed funding levels were taken from feedback collected by the working group on the last conference call.
	North Central Region

	MI
	$7,000

	OH
	$10,000

	MO
	$8,000

	IN/IL/IA?
	$2,500


Ohio: structure, leaders?  Dave expressed that Allen would be best to take the lead.  OSU is still operating on extension from EPA grant (through 2012).  Dave thought that $10,000 seems a bit high.  Kelly C. will follow up with Allen Wilson.
Michigan: having their first meeting on June 21st.  Coalition struggling to find support within the state.  Michigan State turned them down and have not heard from MI Dept of Ag.  The coalition group is still waiting to hear back from key school groups. They may not need that much funding in the end.  The group will know more after the June meeting.  Sue Risley set up a LLC for 2008 PRIA 2 grant money.  This could be a possible option for funneling money to avoid overhead.
Missouri: Kelly C will follow up with Anastasia after the call.

Dave: good amount of activity going on in IL and IN.  We may consider funding successful coalitions because they serve as models.  E.g., Dave met with members from the IN coalition last week and they were enthusiastic about branching their coalition to OH.  Indiana’s Improving Kids’ Environment (IKE) and Marc Lame are working to put in request for funding for the upcoming school IPM moneys through the EPA.

4. EPA School IPM RFA - National Strategy between working groups (RFA: http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/grants/proposals/2011-school-ipm-grants.pdf)
EPA made available $1 million for school IPM.  Money originally going for strategic ag initiative.  $250k per large project in addition to $50k for smaller projects is available.  The national steering committee has been meeting on how to best apply for the funds.  In the NC Region, IN and IL are applying for funds.  In the Western Region, CO and UT are applying for a proposal and OR and WA are putting in a second proposals.  The NE and Southern regions are still deciding which states that want to partner with to submit a proposal (Louisiana, Florida). Smaller proposal for getting Gregg Smith’s iPestManager tool available to a national audience online.

Potentially we will have three to five linked proposals that will work with the national projects (demonstrations and coalitions) and current momentum with school IPM.  

RFA due July 18, 2011.

5. NC WG Mini-grant RFP (see attachment) 

· Proposals due August 1, 2011.

Will fund four, $2,500 of seed money for coalitions in our regions.
Goals of this money: 
· Increase school IPM implementation in the North Central region.

· Provide training opportunities for IPM coordinators and maintenance staff.

· Increase cooperation and communication between school districts practicing high-level IPM.

· Increase awareness of IPM benefits and persuade more districts to implement IPM programs by presenting data.

Due dates for proposals are August 1, 2011.  Kelly will send out a reminder for this.  If we receive more than four proposals, we have an unbiased, outside committee who will review the proposals.

6. Coalition/Demonstration Updates
Nebraska:

· (Erin) Nebraska: finished up assessments with Lincoln and Omaha Public schools on June 1 and 2, 2011.  Clyde and Erin are helping them prep 
· Next NE coalition meeting on July 27th.  Half day with 4-5 speakers and bed bug dog.

· Mark Shour, Mike Daniels, Erin and Clyde are working with tribal schools in the Omaha region later this month.

Ohio:
· OSU finished fourth pesticide compliance seminar in Toledo, OH.  Eight more seminars are prepared to educate school representatives.  Average participants range from custodial staff to superintendents and school board members, with 50-80 attendants at each event.
· Fair number of schools interested in taking IPM approach.

NEXT CALL:  Monday, July 11, 2011 at 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM CT

