North Central Region School IPM Working Group Annual Meeting
August 5-6, 2010 - Nebraska City, NE

Participants: Erin Bauer, Anastasia Becker, Zach Bruns, Jim Mike Daniels, Tom Green, Frannie Miller, Seth Miller, Clyde Ogg, Jodi Perras, Mark Shour, Bob Stoddard, Buzz Vance, Jim Wilson

Thursday, August 5
· Welcome from Zach Bruns of the IPM Institute of North America
· Walk through of administrative building and Nebraska City Middle School with head custodian Dale Roettger followed by a confidential debriefing and discussion at Lied Lodge Conference Center.  Group would like to get Dale and schools’ contracted pest management professional (PMP) involved with current Nebraska school IPM coalition meetings and trainings.  

Friday, August 6
Morning Presentations
· Bob Stoddard gave a presentation on “what facility managers should expect from their pest management professional”.  In addition to giving information about his personal job history, Bob discussed his company’s unique business philosophy and approach, such as consulting with schools to offer them ongoing IPM education and communication (including a comprehensive IPM manual and monthly fact sheets), maintaining Green Shield Certification and paying his employees a living wage with benefits.  He also covered some common problems that schools face when hiring an IPM PMP such as not having a central point of contact with the district’s operations department.  For more information about this presentation, please email Bob.
· Mark Shour delivered a presentation on “Implementing school IPM: the Iowa experience”, which detailed the EPA-funded pilot and landscaping IPM programs he worked with from 2001-2004 as well as the 2004 Midwest school IPM workshop.  Mark covered the survey results from 375 Iowa school districts, pre-training and post-training evaluations in pilot schools and Iowa State University’s IPM toolkit.  For more information about this presentation or Iowa school IPM projects, please email Mark. 

Updates from demonstrations and coalitions
· Westville, IL (Seth Miller)—held a coalition meeting on 8/5/10 at Westville with 25-30 individuals from six local school districts representing 8,000 students and 1,000 staff.  Seth discussed with the group his transition with IPM as a stack of papers to a school of thought and everyday practice.  He also dispelled some misconceptions of IPM, highlighted the EPA funding and positive media attention his school has received and reported an 87% reduction of pesticide applications in his district with IPM.  One of the coalition’s goals is to serve as a state model for larger urban school districts looking to implement IPM.

· Indiana coalition (Jodi Perras)—held their first coalition meeting in June and a second coalition meeting is being planned for August or early September.  Indiana Pesticide Review Board is passing legislation for state pesticide use laws, and as a result, Jodi received a request for pesticide and IPM training from a facilities director in NW Indiana.  IKE should be receiving a new staff member through AmeriCorps in late August.  

· Missouri (Anastasia Becker)—Missouri recently published state recommendations for green cleaning.  The Missouri School IPM Working Group continues to meet regularly to focus on health aspects of IPM, including networking with state asthmas groups, Children’s Mercy Hospital and a representative from EPA’s Healthy Homes program.  Working group will be holding a school IPM workshop before the Missouri Coordinated Health Care Coalition annual meeting in December - meeting attendees include school nurses, health instructors, etc.  Missouri has no extension support for school IPM and due to lack of state laws, PMPs do 90% of pesticide applications.  
· Michigan (Bob Stoddard)—state IPM training for pesticide applicators is now conducted online, due to state budget cuts.  Bob is going to connect with representatives from Michigan State University about future school IPM opportunities and trainings.

· South Dakota (Mark Shour, Jim Wilson)—four assessments have been conducted at both Brookings and Flandreau schools and one final assessment is scheduled for the fall of 2010.  Additionally, Flandreau has requested an IPM STAR evaluation from the pilot team.

· Nebraska (Erin Bauer, Clyde Ogg)—First demonstration meetings on June 22 and 23 (indoor).  Both went very well, schools plan to follow up on recommendations.  Third coalition meeting was held July 7, a custodial in-service training took place on August 9 and a tribal training is scheduled for September.  The last coalition meeting of the year will be October 6; Tom Green will attend and talk about IPM STAR certification.
· The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska—Healthy Tribal Communities Training event, to be held at the Stoney Creek Inn Conference Center, 300 3rd Street, Sioux City, Iowa September 13 - 17, 2010.  Targeting four representatives from each tribe in the region.  Training includes both IPM and health homes training.

Updates on National School IPM Working Group (Zach Bruns)
· In 2008, the National School IPM Working Group distributed surveys to develop a baseline for tracking progress towards IPM in all U.S. public schools by 2015.  Surveys were sent to individuals that each regional school IPM working group identified as knowledgeable about the status of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in their state.   Tom and Zach are compiling a comprehensive summary of the report cards that includes tables, figures and a history of the survey. 
· Michigan State University’s Carolyn Randall and her team are in the process of redesigning the Michigan Food Safety Inspectors Pocket Guide for Pest Identification.  VelRey Lozano talked with pocket guide co-author Mel Poplar about the possibility of designing a U.S. EPA Region 8 specific pocket-guide.  
· Funding update—the IPM Institute has not heard final words from the grants office regarding the 2010 PRIA grant.  Recall, our proposal was ranked highest in the community sector and we have heard no negative news yet.  If funded, part of these grant dollars will go towards funding school IPM coalition efforts in the North Central region.  
· PMSP changes and expansion of steering committee—PMSP revision is done and letters will go out to the people who provided comments.  Tom and Dawn will review final comments before submitting the PMSP v. 2.0 to be post on the USDA website.
Afternoon items

· Review North Central School IPM Working Group regional priorities—group discussed the regional priorities that were established at the 2008 meeting.  Zach will be communicating with working group via email to rank the priorities and post them on the NC sIPM WG website.  A suggestion was made to have training topics on our monthly conference calls (e.g. how to treat specific pests, how to get new media coverage) and give demonstration and coalition updates bi-monthly or via email to circulate with call minutes. 
· Coalition training—meeting participants reviewed the coalition best practices and model coalition budgets documents and then joined Dawn Gouge (University of Arizona), Carrie Foss (Washington State University) and Gregg Smith (Salt Lake City School District) via speaker phone to discuss their experiences with school IPM coalitions and ask questions.
· Carrie: UPEST—a diverse group consisting of representatives from the U.S. EPA, Washington Department of Health, Ag and Ecology, and Washington State University—decided to focus on school IPM nearly 15 years ago.  Their first coalition meeting was a half day workshop with representatives from nine school districts including a pilot district that was IPM STAR certified.  Much of the meeting was school district reps and their contracted PMP telling their own success stories about IPM.

· Gregg: as the facility director, helped Salt Lake City become IPM STAR certified.  He tried moving the coalition forward but it was not a high priority because leading the coalition is very taxing on Gregg’s teams’ time.  They have had six coalition meetings in three years.

· Dawn: presented on “How and why coalitions work” based on her experience organizing and implementing school IPM coalitions in Arizona.
Recap of coalition question and answer session:


Q: Who chairs meetings and how successful are they?

A: Gregg is the leader for the Salt Lake City School District coalition, Carrie is chair of UPEST group and works as the chief organizer with schools’ Dawn is the lead organizer for AZ coalitions.

Q: How do you rate technical expertise of guest speakers?

A: Dawn used local experts as much as possible, Carrie suggested paying travel for guest speakers if you can afford it, and Gregg brought in turf experts from Utah State University.
Q: Are PMPs or vendors involved in your coalitions?

A: Gregg originally had PMP involved, but now pest management done in house.  Dawn had PMPs attend training for Continuing Education Units (CEUs), but they do not promote products.
Q: What are best practices or drive time and/or travel distance for events?

A: Dawn said that for special events, people come from all over the state, but for meeting people are only willing/able to drive 40 minutes or less.  Carrie had people come to the Washington coalition from all over the state.  Gregg recommended a 30 minute maximum drive. 
Q: Do you rotate meetings to encourage member groups to participate or make new districts available?
A: Gregg tried this, but other coalition participants not willing to host meetings.  In some states, it may take legislation or another attention grabber to motivate other districts.

Q: What are the most popular or useful topics for coalition presentations?

A: Dawn recommends head lice, mosquitoes, bats, bed bugs, new state or federal legislation, or other hot topics such as West Nile Virus or H1N1.  She also suggested attending coalition meetings in other states whenever opportunities arrive.  Gregg recommended getting the kitchen managers and personnel involved.  

