NCSIWG Conference Call Minutes

February 14, 2011

Roll Call: 
Clyde Ogg, Jodi Paras, Frannie Miller, Holly (SPCP), Erin Bauer, Anastasia, Tom Green, Rachael Rosenberg, Maren Webb, Kelly Humphry, Kelly Adams, Kelly Chambers, Heather Duncan (EPA)
Updates:

Highlights from National WG conference call including plans for implementation of PRIA 2010
Zach Bruns has been working on a regulatory article with responses from 12 states (TX, ME, CA, GA, IN, MA, NY, IL, SC, VT and OR) that should be done in the coming weeks.  The article will contain in depth case studies and brief highlights of regulations.  It should be a good resource for working groups.  Tom Green has been working on the PMSP document with Dawn Gouge and will be receiving comments from Syngenta and then Janet Hurley will present the PMSP to RISE and ASCPRO.  The document is nearly finished.  Kelly H is working on docs for the PRIA 2010 grant including the MOU and an operating protocol for coalitions.  She will try to have drafts out for comment in the next week or two.  They will be tools used to start coalitions.  The national steering committee discussed recruiting 300 schools districts into the EPA’s PESP program.
PRIA 2008 wrap-up
PRIA 2008 metrics need to be sent in.  So far, Kelly H has received metrics from Brookings and Flandreau schools in SD.  We still need metrics from Lincoln and Omaha in NE and Westville School in IL.  Let Kelly H know if you need help gathering final metrics.

Discussion about recruitment of 300 PESP school districts and establishment of coalitions in targeted states in our region for PRIA 2010:
Kelly H has spoken with Sherry Glick of the EPA about where the PESP program stands.  It s being revamped right now and they are waiting to hear back from the government to find out what metrics they can collect.  Now would be a good time for working groups to plan a recruiting strategy to get schools on board with PESP.  The EPA is looking to require metrics from schools that proves verifiable IPM (monitoring, IPM policy, etc.) and possibly tie PESP to IPM Star – schools could start out as PESP Bronze level and work up to Gold level and be certified by IPM Star.  This is still being discussed with the EPA – please contact Kelly H if you want to be a part of the conference call to discuss PESP further.  It was clarified that the 300 PESP school districts was nationally and not just the north central working group.  The point was made that incentive would be needed to recruit schools to want to be PESP members.  The EPA is producing marketing materials with benefits including publicized memberships, awards, and technical/training assistance for schools.  Tom Green and the EPA feels this program has been ignored too long and would like to see PESP turn into a program similar to Energy Star.  Tom Green mentioned that the EPA’s budget came out today and PESP may be losing funding and Tools-for-Schools eliminated altogether if the budget passes.  As far as strategies for recruitment, the EPA will make their materials and the IPM Institute is crafting materials as well (from PRIA 2010).  These recruiting documents include a cost/benefit brochure, health information, a demonstration protocol, state regulation info and a standardized PowerPoint presentation for use at events and meetings.  There are 15 target states in PRIA 2010 (OH, MO, IA, and MI in the NC WG) – these states are not set in stone. We want to target states that have solid collaborators. 
Funding (Kelly Adams):
PRIA 2008 budget/NCIPM funds through September 2011
There will be three mini grants awarded through the NCIPM funds.
Funding process for the future
The PRIA 2010 funding proposal is based on need and where collaborators are already present.  These funds will be distributed through coalition contracts.  The IPM Institute is putting together the proposal with input from the working group leads to target needs in states/regions.  The amount of funds for a coalition will depend on the coalition’s need.  
Educational Component:
Rachael Rosenberg form the Safer Pest Control Project spoke about natural turf control on school grounds.  They worked with a State Senator to pass legislation for pesticide use at schools in IL.  Part of the law forced schools to post four-day notification before pesticide applications rather than two-days – this is because two-days was not enough time for parents to bring complaints to the attention of the school.  The biggest barrier for proper use of pesticides at schools is a lack of knowledge – schools don’t follow the law because they don’t even know about the law.  The school IPM coordinators need to collaborate with PMPs who handle outdoor pesticide applications.  The best way to get schools to change is to have a parent speak up – SPCP is creating a parent activist toolkit. If you want to work with a legislator to propose a law make sure you do your home work, assess the current situation and know what laws already exist.  Also, be willing to lobby and work with the people who pose resistance to pass the law.  There is a Natural Lawn Care seminar on March 23, 2011 (details will be sent out over listserv).  Chip Osborne, a leading turf management expert, will be presenting.   
Coalition Updates:
Ohio
Alan Wilson will be working with OSU to recruit demonstration schools at a March 16th IPM seminar.

Illinois
Westville School District is making excellent progress.  They hope to initiate Star certification for them in the next few months.  They have added two additional schools/districts.  These are VASE (Vermillion Area Special Education School and Catlin School District).  They have done the initial assessment and will be meeting with them later this week to review recommendations.  They are hoping to add Danville or Paris to the coalition soon.  In addition, Sue Ratcliffe has submitted a proposal to the University of Illinois to develop some pilot programs with the Housing Division on campus.  Derrick Pehlman and Sue are very close to completing the School IPM ID deck.  Sue Ratcliffe was invited by the Executive Committee of the EPA Tribal Pesticide Program Council to provide School IPM training as part of their next meeting in March.  She and Marc Lame will be providing the training at EPA headquarters in Crystal City.

Nebraska
 (From Erin Bauer) – For the coalition, we invited and had over a dozen coalition members attend the annual Urban Pest Management Conference Feb 7 and 8. There were talks about various pests, including bed bugs and other public health pests, and I (Erin) presented on what IPM projects we are doing here in NE. 

We conducted our 3rd visit to the Lincoln Public Schools demonstration school on Feb 2, and we sent out recommendations for things they still need to address. They are very interested in going for IPM Star after our final visit. We'll be doing our 4th OPS visit on Feb 24th and our 4th LPS visit on March 21st. We are also developing an IPM Process video that we'll be filming March 22 and 23 at the LPS school. 

South Dakota
Flandreau – The Demonstration Day was Friday, February 11th in Flandreau.  Plaques were sent to both schools.  South Dakota State University is also having certificates printed for the two pest management companies, thanking them for their participation as well.  Metrics are in for PRIA 2008.
Brookings – PRIA 2008 metrics have been sent in.  Improvements were made and scores were higher than the initial assessment.  As with most projects, there are still areas for improvement.

Next Call: March 14th, 2011, 2:30 – 3:30pm CST

