High-Level IPM in All US Schools by 2015 - Executive Summary
Pest management practices in our nation’s schools are in dire need of improvement.  More than 50 published surveys and studies since 1994 have documented deficiencies including unmanaged pest infestations, unsafe and illegal use of pesticides, and unnecessary pesticide exposures to individuals at schools (compiled in Green and Gouge 2008).  Improvement is feasible and affordable.  Pest complaints and pesticide use in schools and other public buildings have been reduced by 71% to 93% through high-level Integrated Pest Management (IPM), with no long-term increase in costs.  Our challenge is to replicate these well documented successes in all schools.
IPM is a continuum beginning with basic inspection and monitoring. Full implementation of high-level IPM necessitates a thorough understanding of pest biology by pest managers; careful inspection and monitoring for pests and pest-conducive conditions; and prevention through effective education, sanitation and maintenance.  In high-level IPM, pesticides use is infrequent and only reduced-risk products that minimize toxicity and potential for exposure are used. Our overall goal is to establish and verify high-level IPM in all public K-12 schools in the US by 2015.  In work proposed here, we will use an established national network of professionals and proven tools and methods to establish four new demonstrations in states that have not yet had one.  Concurrently, we will create self-expanding coalitions in five states with existing demonstrations.  To do this, we will use professionals already trained and working in schools to recruit and mentor professionals from other school systems in their states.  We will also develop, implement and document two new performance measures (cockroach allergen levels and staff and student absenteeism) to buttress the business case for transitioning from a low-bid approach to a performance-based evaluation process for selecting pest management service providers.  To maximize impacts, we will identify and establish regular contact with decision makers in every K-12 school system in the US to create awareness, leverage our investment in past, current and planned demonstrations and coalitions, and speed adoption of new and existing tools.  Finally, we will carefully document risk reduction in our demonstration schools and coalition states using an extensive set of metrics and by implementing the new school IPM report card, to be completed and submitted by key contacts in every state.  This will allow us to measure progress towards our goal of 100% adoption of IPM in schools by 2015.  

We will reduce pesticide use, toxicity, and pest complaints. We will also address priorities in the national strategic plan for school IPM and regional working group priorities, plus several areas of special emphasis and all four goals for this funding opportunity. These include school IPM; broad partnerships; demonstration projects; increased adoption of non-chemical options and transition to reduced-risk pesticides; applying proven and new methods for documenting adoption and reduction of risks associated with changes in pesticide use; and the business case for pest and pesticide hazard reduction for both schools and professional pest management service providers.  In this project, we will leverage broad stakeholder partnerships we have created over the past two years and significant funding from USDA, EPA and others to achieve an unprecedented rate of increased adoption of IPM in our nation’s public schools.
