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Salt Lake City School District Completes IPM Star Reevaluation, 
Earns Nation’s Top Honors for Pest Management
The Salt Lake City School District (SLCSD) has successfully completed a three year IPM STAR reevaluation, passing a rigorous, third party, 37 point inspection of its pest management program.  
In 2008, the district earned its initial IPM STAR certification, making it the 28th district in the nation to earn such a distinction and the first in the Rocky Mountain region.  
The SLCSD uses Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices to manage pests, reducing the amount of toxic pesticides its students and staff are exposed to.  IPM is a common sense approach to solving pest problems that works – by fixing conditions that encourage pests, issues can often be resolved without resorting to potentially hazardous pesticides.  

Carrie Foss, Urban IPM Coordinator at Washington State University and IPM STAR evaluator, performed SLCSD’s three year inspection.  Foss reports that since the initial IPM STAR evaluation in 2008, the district has ‘maintained the same high standards of clean, uncluttered, pest-free schools.  In addition, they have actualized improvements to their IPM program,’ including improving upon sanitation in kitchens and classrooms, the development of an IPM Plan, formation of an IPM committee, and elimination of spray applications for indoor pests. 
Under the direction of Gregg Smith, SLCSD Director of Facility Services, the district’s IPM program serves as a model for other districts in the region, motivating and assisting them in the implementation of IPM programs. The district has spearheaded a Utah School IPM Coalition and presented their IPM ‘story’ in other states at regional and national conferences.
The SLCSD was honored on November 9th for its IPM STAR recertification, recognizing the district’s continued commitment to IPM.    

