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PEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES IN ILLINOIS CHILDCARES SURVEY 
 

Instructions: Please answer each question to the best of your ability. Your responses are confidential, so please answer honestly. Your 
feedback will be used to improve our training. If you are not sure of an answer, ask other employees, especially employees responsible for 
pest management or employees who received Integrated Pest Management (IPM) training.  
 

YOU & YOUR FACILITY 
 

1) Please check the label appearing below and makes changes as needed.  Add the name, title and email of the individual completing 
the survey at right. Please be sure your actual facility address appears below, otherwise change it at the right. 

 
 
 

 

Your Name         __________________________________ 

Your Title            _________________________________ 

Your Email          _________________________________ 
Childcare Name _________________________________ 
Street Address _________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _________________________________ 
Phone  _________________________________ 
 

 

2) Type of childcare:  
 

□ Licensed childcare center     □ Licensed home     □ Licensed group home     □ Unlicensed home     □ License exempt     □ Other________ 
 

3) How many children are cared for at your facility?  _____ 
 

4) Approximately what percentage of children receive subsidy for their care?    __% 
 

5) Approximately what percentage of children fall into each racial/ethnic category (total of all categories should add up to 100%)?    
  __% African American      __% Asian     __% Hispanic or Latino     __% Caucasian     __% Middle Eastern      __% Other     __% Mixed 
 
 

YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF IPM 
 

6) Rate the confidence you and your staff have in your knowledge of Integrated Pest Management (IPM): 
 

□ Very confident, we know exactly what IPM means 
□ Confident, we have heard of IPM and understand the basic principles 
□ Less confident, we have heard of IPM, but don’t really know what it means 
□ Not at all confident, we have never heard of IPM before now 

 

7) Where does your knowledge of IPM come from (check all that apply)?  
 

□ Training                                                             □ Brochures, letters, websites 
□ Your pest management professional                  □ Your DCFS Licensing Representative  
□ Nowhere: I don’t know much about IPM             □ Other: _____________________ 
 

8) What is your reaction to IPM? (check all that apply) 
 

□ Easy to use □ Saves money □ Controls pests □ Requires little time         □ Other _______________ 
□ Complicated to use □ More expensive      □ Doesn’t control pests       □ Requires lots of time        
 

 

IPM TRAINING Complete this section ONLY if you or your staff had IPM training of ANY kind. Otherwise continue on the back.  
 

9) Where did you receive IPM training? Check all that apply. 
 

□ From the Safer Pest Control Project (Julie Wagner, Ruth Kerzee or Steve Pincuspy) 
□ Local R&R or Childcare Nurse Consultant 
□ Other:_______________________________________ 

 

10) What NEW actions have you or your staff taken after receiving IPM training? (check all that apply from all categories) 
 

 Program Management Pesticide Practices Preventing Pest Problems  
 □ Assigned an IPM Coordinator □ Stopped spraying □ Clean behind appliances 
 □ Use pest sighting logs □ Stopped using all pesticides (baits & sprays) □ Installed door sweeps   
 □ Use monitor traps □ Use baits instead of sprays □ Patched holes around pipes    
 □ Created notification procedures □ Notify parents before spraying □ Control Clutter 
 □ Other: ____________________ □ Other: __________________ □ Other: ______________ 
 □ No change in program management □ No change in pesticide practices □ No change in pest prevention 
 

11) Did you use any items or tools provided during your training? Check all that apply.  
 

 □ Sticky traps  □ Toolkit    □ Pest sighting log  
 □ “Notification Guidelines” &/or sample letter  □ “Set Up Your IPM Program” checklist    □ Scripted PowerPoint presentation 
 □ Didn’t use any resources  □ Didn’t receive resources at training    □ Other: ____________________        

 

12) Did you discuss your new knowledge of IPM with anyone since your training? Check all that apply.  
 

□ Staff         □ Parents     □ Other providers □ Pest management contractor □ DCFS Licensing rep     
□ Other: _______________________________     □ Didn’t discuss with anyone 
 

13) Do you use IPM at home?  
 

□ Yes            □ No                       
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PEST CONTROL PRACTICES 
 

14) What pests are problems at your childcare?  
□ Ants      □ Roaches or water bugs      □ Rodents (mice or rats)  □ Birds   
□ Spiders      □ Stinging insects      □ Flies or gnats   □ Termites  
□ Other_______________     □ No pest problems                                
 

15) How frequently does the facility have pest problems? 
□ Daily □ Weekly □ Monthly □ Several times per year □ Rarely □ Never       

 

16) If you use a pest control contractor, is a staff member present during service visits from your contractor? 
□ Yes            □ No                      □ I don’t know       □ Don’t use a contractor 

 

17) How frequently does your staff or contractor use pesticides inside your facility (please answer for each pesticide type)? 
Sprays   □ Weekly □ Monthly □ Quarterly □ Rarely         □ Never        □ Don’t know 
Dusts/powder (i.e. boric acid)  □ Weekly □ Monthly □ Quarterly □ Rarely         □ Never        □ Don’t know 
Baits (i.e. roach motel/gel bait) □ Weekly □ Monthly □ Quarterly □ Rarely         □ Never        □ Don’t know 
Other:_____________ □ Weekly □ Monthly □ Quarterly □ Rarely         □ Never        □ Don’t know 

 

18) Do you notify parents before applying pesticide inside your facility?  
□ Yes            □ No                      □ I don’t know 

              Explain: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

19) Do you use insect or rodent monitor traps in your facility? 
□ Yes            □ No                      □ I don’t know 

 

 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF IPM WORKSHOPS 
 

This section is NOT about your IPM program. Safer Pest Control Project is creating an online or computer-based workshop on IPM in Child 
Care.  Your feedback will help us figure out how…  
 

20) Does your facility: 
 

a) Own a computer            □ Yes □ No   
If Yes: What is the approximate age of the computer?               □ 0-2 years           □ 2-4 years        □  over 5 years 

 

b) Have Internet access?  □ Yes  □ No   
If Yes: What kind of connection…  □  Dial up           □  High-speed (cable, DSL)        □  I don’t know 

 

c) Have a TV connected to a VCR or DVD Player?      □ Yes   □ No    
 

21) How frequently do you or your staff use computer-based or online training on any subject matter, for in-service credit? 
□ Frequently (many times per year)    □ Occasionally (approx. 3-5 times per year)       □ Rarely (1-2 times per year)     □ Never 

 

22) If a one-hour online training for IPM were available, which you could access through the internet at your facility, would you 
use it to train staff? 

□ Yes            □ No               □ I don’t know 
Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

ADDITIONAL IPM QUESTIONS 
 

23) Did you know that IPM is required inside licensed childcare centers and public schools, before this moment?  
□ Yes            □ No                      □ I don’t know               □  N/A: Law doesn’t apply to me 

 

24) Rate how confident you are in your compliance with the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) law: 
□ Very confident, we are fully compliant 
□ Confident, we comply with most of the requirements 
□ Less confident, we are unclear about the requirements and unsure about our compliance 
□ Not at all confident, we don’t know the requirements of the law 

 

 

Thank you so much for your time and effort! 
 

 Return your survey by June 22nd to be entered to win one of four $50 VISA gift cards. Prize winners will be contacted in July. 
 

Questions/comments: 773-878-PEST (773-878-7378) (Julie) 
Or 

773-892-8733 (Julie) 
jwagner@spcpweb.org 

 
 
 
 
  


