	

	Subj:
	IPM in Schools Survey-feedback request

	Date:
	5/1/02 10:09:00 AM Central Daylight Time



From:    Ann.Waters@DEP.STATE.NJ.US (Ann Waters)
Sender:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
Reply-to:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
To:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU

To all of you who have either done or attempted to do a survey of schools within your state, has anyone used the services of a consultant for the purposes of survey development, administration of, and/or database tabulation of results?  A survey was attempted by our program several years ago, however the design of the survey created some difficulties inputing the data in a database, which resulted in a survey which did not produce the desired outcome of information.  We would like to develop a new survey to assist us in our continuing school IPM initiatives.  Another consideration to be addressed is ballpark expense of hiring an outside consultant to develop and administer the survey.  Anyone who could also provide that info. would be greatly appreciated.  Any and all comments, inside information, suggestions, advice, etc. will be very welcome.  Thank you all in advance for your help.

Ann Waters
School IPM Coordinator



Ann R. Waters
Outreach Coordinator
NJDEP Pesticide Control Program
(609)984-5014 phone
(609)984-6555 fax
Ann.Waters@dep.state.nj.us
http://pcpnj.com

RESPONSES:
	

	

	Subj:
	Re: IPM in Schools Survey-feedback request

	Date:
	5/1/02 2:36:04 PM Central Daylight Time



From:    kvail@UTK.EDU (Karen Vail)
Sender:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
Reply-to:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
To:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU

Ann,

Many school IPM surveys are listed at the IPM Institute
(http://www.ipminstitute.org/school_biblio.htm#Surveys  )

I believe Minnesota (http://www.mda.state.mn.us/IPM/PestMgmtinSchools.html)
used a research firm.

Karen M. Vail, Ph.D
Associate Professor
Entomology and Plant Pathology
2431 Center Drive
205 Plant Science Bldg.
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN 37996-4560
kvail@utk.edu
 (865)974-7135
	

	

	Subj:
	Re: IPM in Schools Survey-feedback request

	Date:
	5/2/02 9:07:45 AM Central Daylight Time



From:    clay.scherer@SYNGENTA.COM (Clay Scherer)
Sender:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
Reply-to:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
To:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU

Additionally, there are several consultants out there who have been active
in helping start up School IPM programs.  I can think of at least four (in
no order):
Larry Pinto
George Rambo
Bobby Corrigan
Richard Kramer

Good luck,
Clay

	

	

	Subj:
	Re: IPM in Schools Survey-feedback request

	Date:
	5/1/02 10:30:28 AM Central Daylight Time



From:    chollingsworth@UMEXT.UMASS.EDU (Craig Hollingsworth)
Sender:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
Reply-to:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
To:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU

We have conducted a number of surveys successfully.  We conducted surveys
for schools in
1996 and 2000. Results for the '96 survey are at:
http://www.umass.edu/umext/ipm/ipm_projects/education/pest_management_MA_sch
ools.html

The best suggestion that I can give you is: buy a copy of "How to conduct
your own survey" by Priscilla Salant and Don A. Dillman, then follow their
advice.


	

	

	Subj:
	Re: IPM in Schools Survey-feedback request

	Date:
	5/1/02 12:11:39 PM Central Daylight Time



From:    AlthouE@MAIL.DOE.STATE.FL.US (Althouse, Eric)
Sender:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
Reply-to:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
To:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU

Ms. Waters:
I have conducted several IPM surveys of our Florida schools.  Our Statewide
School IPM Advisory Committee put it together.  I thought it was fairly well
designed and easy to tabulate.  I recently looked at one from Karen Vail
from TN Ext. Service (?).  I thought she had additional questions that were
worthwhile.

The biggest challenges that I had were:  1) Finding the right person to
complete the survey.  I would suggest calling and getting a commitment from
one person from an entire school district do the survey versus each
individual school.  2) Exploring ways to keep the individual responses
anonymous so that a school system isn't inadvertently punished for being
honest.  3) Getting meaningful data on cost of IPM.  Some respondents
excluded costs for labor, for instance (e.g., gave only cost for pesticide
products).

It might be better to have 2 or more surveys -- One for structural and
other(s) for landscape/athletic fields.

Best wishes,

Eric Althouse
Environmental Health & Safety Coordinator
Florida Dept. of Education
1054 Turlington Bldg.
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0400
(850)488-9282   or SunCom 278-9282
Fax:  (850)488-1442 or SunCom 278-1442
althouE@mail.doe.state.fl.us



	

	

	Subj:
	Re: IPM in Schools Survey-feedback request

	Date:
	5/2/02 7:48:13 AM Central Daylight Time



From:    Kathy.Murray@STATE.ME.US (Murray, Kathy)
Sender:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
Reply-to:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU (Integrated Pest Management for Schools)
To:    SCHOOLBUGS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU

Ann:  In Maine, we opted to do a survey ourselves rather than to contract it
out because we felt we had the expertise, that we couldn't afford a
consultant, and we wanted control and flexibility over the process that is
sometimes more difficult when a third party is involved.

I agree with all the suggestions posted to date.  I followed advise from MA
(Craig Hollingsworth and Bill Coli), bought the book Craig mentions,
developed a survey (largely adopted from the MA one), got input from a
citizen advocacy group, school maintenance directors and staff, state
pesticide regulators, landscape professionals, pest management professionals
within ME. I field tested my survey at a couple of school districts then did
the full survey myself.   We hired a temp to enter the data.  We had a staff
member with database expertise devise a database for the data.  The results
(and the survey itself) are at www.thinkfirstspraylast.org/schoolIPM.

I agree with Eric, that you are better off finding a single person willing
to get info from others within their school unit (such as the nurse, the
food service director, the business manager) to answer the questions.  I
sent the survey to more than one person in a school district because
different people in schools have different pest management responsibilities
but I **DON'T** recommend that.  Data analysis and interpretation is a lot
easier with a single response per school district, since many schools,
sometimes the vast majority, are managed at a district level, not at the
level of individual schools.

I sent a letter, signed by the Dept of Education, Dept of Ag and Coop.
Extension to each superintendent along with a stamped self-addressed
postcard requesting the names of people to whom the questionaire should be
sent.  If I were to do it again, I'd ask for just a single name.  We got
pretty good response to that initial mailing the first time, but sent a
second letter, then phoned those that still didn't respond and finally got
at least one name from each of our 169 school districts.  It is worth that
effort though, as others have pointed out, because you will get much better
response in the survey itself if you mail it directly to a named person,
rather than to an anonymous recipient such as 'Maintenance Director'.

I hope this is helpful. Feel free to contact me if you wish.

Kathy Murray, Ph.D.
IPM Entomologist
ME Dept of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources
28 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
voice:207-287-7616,  FAX:207-624-5065
 kathy.murray@state.me.us
http://www.state.me.us/agriculture/pesticides/schoolipm/

               
