School IPM 2015 Steering Committee Conference Call Minutes
Monday, January 9th, 12:30pm - 1:30pm CST

Participants: Herb Bolton, Zach Bruns, Brian Davidson, Carrie Foss, Sherry Glick, Dawn Gouge, Fudd Graham, Tom Green, Janet Hurley, Rick Melnicoe, Kathy Murray, Rich Ponak, Tim Stock
Action Items:

· Tom will send his comments on the regulatory journal article to Janet.
· Tom will meet with representatives of the National Educational Association to discuss putting together a funding proposal that includes IPM materials for schools. 

· Tom will send out an email to organize a conference call regarding an initial PMP training session for the NYC School IPM Academy.  Please contact Tom if you are interested in speaking and/or participating in this training. 

1. 2011 School IPM EPA Grants are still within OPP.  Funding packages have not been sent to the grants office yet.  Grant awardees will be announced in OPPs weekly news post.  Jodi Perras of Indiana’s Improving Kids’ Environment is leaving her position in the spring to work at a family-owned communications business. 
2. IPM Symposium—poster submissions were due January 9th.  Topics for submitted poster abstracts included the national SIPM working group, the NE SIPM working group, the NE school IPM curriculum project, the Southern SIPM working group, and SIPM in TX.  Final agendas for speakers and abstracts are due by Jan 15th.  Fudd and Janet are organizing an eXtension workshop on Thursday afternoon and Friday morning (March 29th & 30th).  Kathy is leading a curriculum mini-symposium will be on Wednesday, March 28th from 4:00pm – 5:00pm.  This event overlaps with another symposium that UFL is hosting.  The IPM Symposium steering committee will be having their next conference call on Jan 14th.  

3. Regulatory Journal Article—our national school IPM working group is interested in pesticide safety and state regulations that apply to schools, such as restricted spray areas, posting notifications prior to pesticide applications (both indoor and outdoor) and licenses and training for applicators.  We are creating a scholarly journal article about how state pesticide laws are implemented and enforced, using states like Texas as case studies.  Janet compiled a preliminary draft and is waiting on comments from Tom, specifically for the discussion section.  The national steering committee would like to publish this article in an environmental public health journal.  We would also like to create a second article that focuses on state school IPM laws and implementation (both required and voluntary).
4. Online school IPM surveys
· IPM District Survey; to be piloted in AZ once final draft is complete.
· Question #7.  Tools and resources.  What is the train the trainer IPM manual?  Remove the “train the trainer item”.
· Submit button should say “click on the submit button to finish”. The percentage complete bar at the bottom does not sync with the number of questions the user has left (this applies to all three surveys).
· State IPM Survey; target completion date: end of 2012
· Janet: will one person from one state be able to answer all the questions (e.g., # of districts in state with IPM)?
· Pull down menu for states includes 10 locations that are not states (e.g., Virgin Islands).  Please change to include states only.
· PESP Metrics Survey; timeline is open-ended; this survey is a working tool for coalitions and is to be used on a rolling schedule.
· A later question in the survey refers to question #9; however, the pagination is off (so it reference to question #9 does not make sense).  Please fix. 
5. Updates

· December 6th Clean Green & Healthy Schools Meeting—the Office of Children’s Health Protection organized the meeting.  Sherry was part of a work group that address the five items below and also drafted a vision statement for the Clean Green & Healthy Schools initiative.
Next Steps and Action Plans:

1. Create a vision statement to carry forward.

2. Distribute notes from the meeting.

3. Revitalize the Schools Working Group listserv to create a forum to share resources.  Update the contact list and establish a listserv that allows the sharing of information between programs and internally.  Schedule quarterly meetings.

4. Create a map crosswalk that includes the information on all other groups (Feds, states, NGOs, CBOs) that can be involved in the process of healthy schools.

5. Create a database of EPA contacts that includes regions.

Clean, Green and Healthy Schools Vision Statement (working draft): All children deserve to learn and play in a sustainable clean, green, and healthy school environment.  To achieve this goal the Environmental Protection Agency will: build partnerships and collaborations to promote and support sustainable clean, green, and healthy schools; demonstrate the value of healthy schools to build support among decision makers; provide tools and resources to regional and state partners as well as schools and school districts for developing their healthy school programs.
· Marketing plan update

· SIPM 2015 Newsletter opt-in list is at 2,988 contacts, which is up 358 contacts from December.  Most new subscribers were from the Facility Masters listserv and our in-house Access DB.  Zach had to remove ~50 emails address that were invalid or got bounced.  Jessica Schroeder from Wisconsin’s CESA has agreed to send a newsletter invite out to her school contacts once she secures the US EPA SIPM grant.  Zach needs to revise the marketing plan to include new venues and organizations to contact.  
· Zach has been making progress on getting word out about the business case and asthma documents.  So far, one or both of the documents have been posted on the following websites:

1. http://tipmaps.org/resources/
2. https://agrilifebookstore.org/ 

3. http://www.k12masters.com/roger-youngs-blog/ 

4. http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/EnvironmentalHealth
5. http://www.ncef.org/rl/pests.cfm?date=4
6. http://extension.arizona.edu/programs/urban-integrated-pest-management
He is also in contact with Mike Herring and Kathy Seikel about posting the documents on CDC and US EPA websites (respectively).  Zach mailed 50 hard copies of each document to Carol Westinghouse (VT) for her presentation at the 2012 Tri-State ASBO annual conference.
· AZ ASBO article that Dawn and Zach put together will be published this month.
· Zach and Tom put together an article for the January School Planning and Management Magazine.  We will share links when that article is published.
· Regional Updates (All)

· North Central Region:
1. Our Jan. 9th conference call was cancelled.  Kelly Adams is working with Anastasia Becker to finalize the 2010 PRIA contracts to start a coalition in MO.  
2. Allen Wilson finished up his Pest Press grant with a final newsletter on skunk management.  The IPM Institute is putting together a Pest Press article for a PMP magazine (Pest Management Professional or PCT Online).

3. Tom met with two women from the National Educational Association (NEA), which represents teachers and others working in the schools.  The NEA reps work on education issues, including improving quality of life in schools and they are very interested in school IPM.  The NEA reps have relationships with funders who we have not contacted in the past, such as the Walmart Family Foundation.  In the past, they created issue-specific materials to educate the community (e.g., improving IAQ).  Tom is interested in partnering with these women to create an IPM brochure.  Tom will follow up with them next month to discuss putting together a funding proposal.

· Northeastern Region:

1. Still having monthly conference calls on the second Thursday of the month at 11:00am.

2. Kathy submitted two poster abstracts for the IPM symposium. 

3. Kathy received a signature from the governor for the state of Maine collaborative coalition agreement (under the 2010 PRIA 2 grant).

4. Carol Westinghouse is making progress on forming the VT coalition and Lynn B making good progress in NY.

5. Michael Siciliano, director of SIPM for NY Public Schools wants to see a School IPM Academy for PMPs and is willing to host one in NYC.  Michael recognizes that continuing education is not the same as intensive training.  NYC has huge bed bug problems, and technicians could benefit from an academy.  Tom will send out an email to organize a call regarding an initial training session.  NYC schools spending $1 million/year on bed bugs.  For an example, see the Stanton Island child care pilot project final report (attached).
· Southern Region:

1. LA: Janet, Fudd, and Dennis Ring (LA AgCenter) are going to be doing a coalition meeting at Ascension Parish on Jan 24th.  They will be covering how to set up an IPM program.  Reps from Ascension, Lafayette, Recovery, St. Isadora, Lafourche, St. Charles and Iberville Parishes will be attending.  
2. AR: had a WG call, and will be having a face-to-face WG meeting in Little Rock March 7-8.  Fudd will be sending out invitations for that.

3. FL: Faith’s plan is to create a manual to share with the rest of the southern region.

4. TX: Janet traveled to Klein ISD to present their IPM Star Certification on Jan. 9th.  She is working with Houston ISD to help them start tracking asthma statistics.
· Western Region:

1. WA: in November and December, Carrie held two working sessions in eastern WA where participants went through an IPM STAR evaluation form during the session, so they could return to their home districts with tools to improve their IPM programs.
2. AZ: Dawn—developing practicum to cater to outdoor IPM needs for new SIPM pilot sites in central Phoenix.  The work will focus on plant health and involve pruning trees & irrigation assessment.
3. OR: On December 20, Tim presented at the Oregon School Facilities Management Association (OSFMA) zone 3 training in Medford.  He conducted a walk-through and presented on asthma and rodent control.  On Feb 14th, Tim is speaking at the IPM coordinator training in Salem.  Deb Young of Colorado State University and Laurie Brajkovich of the CA Department of Ag are coming to observe.  Tim and his team created a trifold IPM document using EPA funds.  This week, the trifold brochure will be mailed to 1400+ school principals in the state of OR as well as school board chairs.  
NEXT CALL: Monday, February 6th, at 12:30 CST/1:30EST 

