School IPM 2015 Steering Committee Conference Call Minutes

Monday, December 5th, 12:30pm - 1:30pm CST

Participants: Kelly Adams, Matt Anderson, Zach Bruns, Dawn Gouge, Fudd Graham, Tom Green, Janet Hurley, Kathy Murray, and Tim Stock. 
Action Items:

· Tom is going to update the PSMP v. 2.0 and send to the steering committee for review.
· Zach will contact Jessica Schroeder of Wisconsin’s Cooperative Educational Service Agency (CESA) about having her schools sign up for the SIPM 2015 newsletter.
· Matt will send out draft versions of all the online surveys (school district survey, PESP metrics survey and state report card survey) the week of December 12th for the group to review.  
1. School IPM EPA Grants Update (Sherry)—funding documentation is still within the Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP).  It will still be another 4-6 weeks before the grant announcements are made public.
2. IPM Symposium (Dawn)—the symposium committee is constructing the event program right now and are making sure that presenters do not have concurrent sessions.  Very few participants dropped out or withdrew from the program, so evening sessions were created, which will have a very broad appeal.  Nominations for IPM Achievement Awards are due on December 15th.  The process for nominating awards is very simple—you just need the nominee’s CV/resume.  For more information, visit: http://www.ipmcenters.org/ipmsymposium12/ 
3. PMSP Update (Tom)—due to the extended delay on the 2011 US EPA SIPM grant award announcements, Tom is going to revise the PMSP v.2.0 and send it out to the steering committee for review.
4. Dedicated conference calls for existing school groups (Janet)—in TX, the office of children’s health and the Toxic Texas group work on school projects independent of key school IPM contacts and Janet would like to bridge the gap.  For example, the US EPA Region 6 is conducting a school project but is not including a school district administrator, IPM Coordinator, and key IPM staff, such as the maintenance supervisor.  Janet wants to see cohesion between SIPM, office of children’s health and the Toxic Texas group.  In Alabama, Fudd experienced a similar lack of communication between SIPM and other groups when an asthma group asked him to help incorporate IPM into one of their projects.  On December 6th, there is an EPA Clean, Green, and Healthy Schools meeting to build a mission/vision statement.  Sherry will do her best to articulate her concern about collaboration among SIPM stakeholders on the national steering committee. 
5. Marketing plan & opt-in contact update (Zach)—the current number of opt-in subscribers to the SIPM 2015 Newsletter list is 2,630.  A blurb about the asthma document and the School IPM 2015 newsletter should be appearing in this week’s School Nurse Digest, a weekly electronic newsletter that is sent out to over 10,000 school nurses and staff.  Zach mailed out 20 copies of both the asthma document and the business case to all the co-authors.  Tom, Sherry and Janet helped distribute hard copies of each of the documents to participants at November’s ESA and TIPMAPS conferences.  Zach will work with Matt, Tom, and steering committee members to identify and utilize state department of education contacts to help promote the newsletter.  Jodi Schmitz (IPM Institute), Tom and Zach are planning on working with Allen Wilson (North Central SIPM Working Group) to create a Pest Press article for publication in an PMP magazine.  This will also be a route for getting more PMPs and school representatives signed up for the newsletter.  The IPM Institute is also working with Janet to offer the newsletter to TIPMAPS members as a benefit of their org.  Zach will also contact Jessica Schroeder of Wisconsin’s CESA about having her schools sign up for the newsletter.
6. Online school IPM surveys (Tom)—the online school district survey has been pared down and will be easy to complete for school district representatives (5-10 minutes).  We will be trialing the survey with Dawn in AZ to identify state-based organizations that could produce a high survey response rates like Tim’s survey in OR.  Draft versions of all the online surveys (school district survey, PESP metrics survey and state report card survey) will be sent out the week of December 12th for national steering committee review.  Janet has confidence about working with TASBO and TIPMAPS in TX to get a high number of survey responses.  Kathy expressed some concerns about distributing the survey in ME since individual school staff (e.g., head custodian), may not know the answers to al the questions (and may need information from a school business official).  Our goal is to send the online school district to every K-12 public school district in the country. 
7. Updating our SIPM Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Janet)—the current MOU for coalitions is great.  Janet would like to see another MOU that emphasizes the school’s responsibility for pest management (both good and bad).  She does not want working group members or their employers to be found liable for a school’s pest problems.  Attached is an MOU that Marc Lame developed that includes more protective wording than the coalition MOU.   MOUs are tricky, since they are not legally binding and cannot technically be signed by the school district or by university employees.  Dawn still hands out MOUs to the school districts to help them understand their partnership with lead agency and university reps.  The attached MOU may compliment the SIPM protocol that Lynn and Kathy adapted from Janet’s work.  Please read through the attached MOU.  We can discuss MOU revisions a future conference call if needed.
8. Updates

· Recap of ESA Annual Conference (Dawn)—every few years ESA leaders organize a session to focus on school IPM.  The people who are already engaged in school IPM participate in the session (a small number of individuals), which results in positive outcomes.  Considering how much work goes into these sessions, Dawn does not want to organize one for a few years, because of low number of impacts the sessions have on school districts.  The eXtension working meeting seemed much more productive, thanks to Fudd and his team.  The eXtension group was very productive, and offered to help Fudd with the eXtension website and revisions (http://www.extension.org/urban_integrated_pest_management).  Fudd is planning on holding another eXtension work day at the 7th International IPM Symposium.  Fudd and his team received new Pest Press information which should be up on the extension.org website soon. 
· Regional Updates (All):
· NE Region (Kathy)—The NE region is submitting four proposals to the NE IPM Center.  Kathy is putting in renewal for NE SIPM WG.  Lynn B and Carol Westinghouse are putting in a grant to build demonstrations in NY, VT, and NH.  Another proposal addresses collaboration with Lynn Rose to develop an IPM work book in MA.  Kathy received her MOU between IPM Institute and Maine Dept of Ag to start a coalition in Maine under the 2010 PRIA grant.  Kathy’s assistant will be posting Pest Presses on the Maine SIPM website.

· North Central Region (Zach)—continues to hold monthly conference calls with 20 minute educational components.  In November, Jodi Perras of Improving Kids’ Environment spoke to the group about her experience recruiting participants for coalition meetings and planning training sessions.  Also in November, Tom and Zach spoke at the Midwest Facility Masters conference in Wisconsin Dells.  About a dozen school district representatives attended the small group presentation.  Tom and Zach also got to meet with Jessica Schroeder about the work that WI CESA is doing.  The IPM Institute is applying for renewal grant funding for the NC SIPM Working group through the NC IPM Center. 
· Southern Region (Janet)—the November TIPMAPS conference was a success.  The event was held in conjunction with the Facility Masters Conference and the M&O group.  Both the FM and the M&O group were impressed by the TIPMAPS conference and networking abilities.  Janet is helping plan a coalition training meeting in January at the LSU campus with the LA Dept of Ag and Dennis Ring.  The Arkansas demonstration project is moving along quietly.  Faith Oi in Florida is doing work with Orange County, which has had major pest issues.  Chris Mills presented on SIPM at a school conference in a partnering school district in North Carolina.
· Western Region (Dawn & Tim)—Dawn and her team have been working in Phoenix and Houston.  They abandoned the school districts with biggest pest problems in favor of helping school systems who really want to practice IPM.  In Oregon, the 2009 law was passed requiring IPM.  Tim presented at the Oregon school board annual meeting last month and is working with the Oregon Association of Educational Service Districts to contact superintendents about the newly required school IPM coordinator trainings.  Tim and his team hope to conduct 5-6 trainings next year, starting in February with larger school districts with Beaverton and Salem.  Bethel and Beaverton pilots are going well.  The OR team is doing monthly visits and training school staff, such as kitchen employees.  Tim wrote a tri-fold pamphlet that he will mail to all 1,500 principles of OR public schools (as well as some private schools) in January, telling them about SIPM and the new law.  Carrie used a cooperative agreement grant to complete IPM STAR preparation training in eastern Washington.
NEXT CALL: January 9th, at 12:30 CST/1:30EST 

