School IPM 2015 Steering Committee Conference Call Agenda

Monday, February 6th, 12:30pm - 1:30pm CST

Participants: Matt Anderson, Herb Bolton, Lynn Braband, Zach Bruns, Carrie Foss, Sherry Glick, Dawn Gouge, Fudd Graham, Tom Green, Kathy Murray and Tim Stock
Action Items:

· Tom will draft a proposal for expanding the national school IPM steering committee, including the addition of specific individuals and groups, and will circulate it to the group.
· Tom, Dawn, Sherry and Zach will work to finalize the agenda for this AM session before our March conference call.

· Zach will compile a complete list of all the school IPM sessions happening during the symposium.
· Tom will send his feedback and comments to Janet regarding the SIPM regulatory journal article.
1. 2011 School IPM EPA Grants Update—all funding documents are completed with the US EPA OPP and are going to the grants office for final approval.  Sherry is hoping that funding for grant awardees will be initiated in the next few weeks.
2. Expanding the national steering committee—Tom spoke to the group about the possibility of expanding the national steering committee to include strong partners in the regional working groups, as well as industry representatives.  There was discussion of including certain groups/individuals as advisory members vs. national steering committee members.  Kathy felt that even with inviting more people to join the steering committee, the small core group of dedicated individuals would remain the same.  Dawn expressed the desire to be cautious about who we add and new member’s level of involvement.  Tom will draft a proposal for expanding the national school IPM steering committee, including the addition of specific individuals and groups, and will circulate it to the group.  Suggestions for specific individuals included Deb Young (Colorado State University), the future director of Improving Kids’ Environment (TBD), Dave Shetlar (Ohio), Jessica Schroeder (WI CESA), Bobby Corrigan (RMC Consulting), Clay Scherer (DuPont), Rebecca Baldwin (UFL), all regional US EPA representatives, NPMA and RISE.
3. IPM Symposium/Open School IPM Meeting.  The full schedule is now posted online.

· An invite-only eat and great session is scheduled for Monday, March 26th from 5:00pm – 6:00pm.   This event is for the regional SIPM members, EPA reps, and tribal school IPM folks (~45 people total), and is sponsored by DuPont.  Sherry will send out a formal invite for this event soon.

· The US EPA will be presenting the 2011-2012 PESP awards on Tuesday evening, March 27th.  EPA management will be speaking about prioritizing school IPM.  

· An open school IPM session is planned for 7:00am – 8:15am on Wednesday, March 28th (location TBD).  Zach will also send an invite out through the Schoolbugs and regional working group listserves once the meeting logistics are finalized.  Agenda—brief introductions and discussion about US EPA School IPM grants.  Tom, Dawn, Sherry and Zach will work to finalize the agenda for this AM session before our March conference call.
· Fudd and Janet are organizing an eXtension session Thursday, March 28th (from 2:00pm – 6:00pm) and Friday, March 29th (8:00am – 12:00pm).  Thursday’s session will included presentations from eXtension representatives for interested audiences, including reps from the USDA.  Friday morning will be 4 hour working session for the urban IPM group.  
4. Regulatory Journal Article—Janet is waiting on feedback from Tom before proceeding with publication.
5. Review of 2010 PRIA 2 Grant Deliverables—Zach sent out the attached document describing the progress of deliverables for the 2010 PRIA 2 grant.   Kathy commented that some schools in the NE region were not able to obtain asthma data from 2010-2011, but could track data going forward.  Matt talked about the possibility of using comparative data from 2012 and 2013 (instead of 2011 and 2012).
6. Online school IPM surveys—descriptions of the three different surveys were sent out via email.  Matt is working with Dawn and Bryan Stevens (University of AZ extension) to pilot the surveys in AZ.  Lynn Braband is also sending out a school survey in NY, which he hopes to complete by spring’s end.   We are also hoping to pilot the survey in TX and possibly ME over the next two months prior to national implementation.  Our end goal is to have the school district and state IPM surveys complete by the end of the fiscal grant year (October 2012). 
7. Updates

· SIPM 2015 Newsletter opt-in list update—the contact list is up 38 contacts from last month.  We are now asking our school IPM partners if they would like to use our newsletter content for existing state/regional publications they send out on a regular basis.  This has been effective so far and several national working group members have expressed interest in receiving newsletter content going forward.  We will add the number of readers from our partner’s newsletters to our existing contacts.
· Regional Updates (All)
1. NC region—we expect to hear back from the NC IPM Center in the next month regarding our working group renewal funding proposal.   Gregg Smith of the Salt Lake City School District is the guest speaker on February’s WG conference call.

MO - Anastasia Becker held a preliminary coalition meeting in late January to establish interest in creating a coalition. She is giving a presentation on Feb. 7th for facility managers on Parkway school that has implemented IPM, including a short slide show on problems and SIPM solutions. Much of her work is being done in tandem with a regional facility manager partner. 

KS - Has not had much SIPM activity, some feeling out of possible coalition formation has occurred, and there has been some contact with Region 7 EPA reps. (Frannie Miller, KSU) A few schools practicing school IPM have also been located.

NE-A small coalition leaders/subgroup has formed to determine best educational workshops to present throughout the year and how they envision the coalition moving forward (esp. what members to include, e.g., PMPs).

MI—Department of Community Grants received an Asthma Control through Education and Environment (ACE) grate related to reducing asthma in schools. Lynnae Jess agreed to work with the grant leaders on the pest management piece.  Lynnae is making contacts with pilot schools through this grant. Michigan coalition (Sue Risley) PRIA 2010 application is going through final revisions by IPM Institute staff. 

IN – IKE is going through a new hiring process due to Jodi Perras’ resignation. Most school IPM programs are pending based on new hire and 2011 US EPA grant funds.  

IL – SPCP is increasing focus on school and childcare IPM due to loss of IL SIPM coordinator.
2. NE region—submitted three partnership grants through the NE IPM center and two are still in the running to be funded.  The first is a proposal was submitted by Carol Westinghouse and relates to schools’ facility management systems, and the second is a renewal proposal for the NE School IPM WG.  Lyn Rose is working under a 2010 PRIA 2 grant project to implement IPM and environmental management systems in Massachusetts.  Kathy is launching a SIPM coalition in ME and is in the process of choosing a demonstration site.  Carol Westinghouse is planned a coalition meeting in VT, which had to be rescheduled due to a snow storm.  The NE SIPM WG is still holding monthly conference calls and there 2012 annual meeting is tentative set for the fall in Maryland.  Philip Smith of WV is becoming increasing active and recently gave a school IPM walkthrough tour to some national EPA representatives from the D.C. area.  Lynn B. has 2010 PRIA SIPM coalition workshops happening in Feb and March.
3. Southern Region—Fudd and Janet traveled to Baton Rouge, LA in January to conduct a coalition meeting.  Lead by the Ascension Parish SIPM Coordinator, the meeting taught participants how to set up an IPM program (including communication and monitoring) and reviewed LA state laws.  LA coalition members are interested in in-house pest management and would like to continue to meet quarterly, with their next meeting planned for June of 2012.  Fudd would also like to get the LA Department of Forestry involved in the coalition.  Fudd also re-assessed a previous fire ant problem that Baron Rouge had in July on their athletic fields.  The school reduced the number of ant hills on their football field from 100 to less than ten—simply by using baits stations.  After the coalition meeting, Janet and Fudd met to discuss eXtension materials, including the upcoming eXtension session at the Southern ESA conference and the Southern SIPM WG meeting in Little Rock in March. 
4. Western Region—
AZ—Dawn has two events planned for AZ in February.  On Feb 8th, there is a school nurses’ workshop in a school district that was not previously interested in IPM.  This workshop is in response from AZ extension receiving requests from schools to help manage bed bugs and head lice.  The second event is a half day workshop held on Feb 15th.  The workshop is a plant health practicum (fixing, measuring, checking irrigation), that is meant to teach participants about how improving plant health decreases pest conducive conditions.  
WA—one new school that recently received their IPM STAR Certification.  The Western region SIPM WG project was funded, and Carrie is helping organize a curriculum project that includes a train-the-trainer component, a webinar, and pilot project for landscape and turf in the western region.

OR—Tim is pretty overwhelmed in OR.  He and his team have had lots of requests from schools who are trying to interpret the new OR law.  Tim has been working on common FAQs related to the law.  Although the law has been on books since 2009, it has recent been publicized through media press releases and trifolds that were mailed out to all superintendents.  Tim has seven confirmed upcoming IPM Coordinator training events over the next several months.
NEXT CALL: Monday, March 5th, 2012 at 12:30 CST/1:30EST 
