School IPM 2015 Steering Committee Teleconference Minutes
Monday, August 2nd 10:30 AM to 12:00PM CDT

Participants:  Kelly Adams, Lynn Braband, Zach Bruns, Brian Davidson, Carrie Foss, Sherry Glick, Dawn Gouge, Fudd Graham, Thomas Green, Linda Herbst, Janet Hurley and Tim Stock 
Action Items:
· Zach will contact Bill Coli about responses and progress of his IPM Survey.  Bill has been following up with all who responded to the regional surveys, including Dawn and Janet.
· Working group members, please send your school IPM success stories (and pictures) to Sherry by August 31st.  Articles will be featured in the September edition of the PESP Wire publication.
· Zach will draft an article for the PESP Wire that highlights the national school IPM toolbox collection including resources, eXtension, FL website and the national school IPM listserv.  
· Zach will contact Kathy and Amy Gray about finished NE school IPM K-12 curriculum projects that we can put on the Resources page on the School IPM 2015 website.
· Steering committee members will check their availability for December 9-10, 2010.  These are proposed dates for a visit to Louisiana to support and encourage demonstration projects in Ascension Parish and New Orleans and hold an in-person (expanded) steering committee meeting to plan finishing the 2008 PRIA grant and starting the 2010 PRIA grant.  
· Lynn will send the group a copy of the evaluation form that Frank Rossi used in his athletic field evaluation with school board members in the NE region. 
1. Report card summary draft —Tom and Zach are almost done updating the report card summary draft that includes tables, figures and history of the survey.  Sherry presented the draft to Tom Brennan and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  The Office of Pesticide Products (OPP) currently tracks IPM by counting how many children are impacted.  Sherry is working to get EPA OPP to take a stronger leadership role in collecting verifiable IPM measures.  Dawn suggested developing protocols similar to those used by California in the publication California's Use of IPM in Managing Pests in Schools. 
2. School IPM media updates—Zach contacted Jodi Dorsch, editor of PCT Magazine, who plans on publishing the IPM Performance Standards article in a future publication.  Michigan State University’s Carolyn Randall and her team are in the process of redesigning the Michigan Food Safety Inspectors Pocket Guide for Pest Identification.  VelRey Lozano talked with pocket guide co-author Mel Poplar about the possibility of designing a U.S. EPA Region 8 specific pocket-guide.  The National School IPM Working Group is investigating networking with group called Inside the School to publish school IPM related newsletters and articles.  August School IPM 2015 newsletter articles are in progress.  One feature article will be about the NE School IPM K-12 Curriculum project written by Kathy Murray and the curriculum team.  The September edition of the PESP Wire will feature articles on school IPM training.  Please send Sherry your school IPM success stories (and pictures) by August 31st.  She would like a variety of regions represented.  
3. NE school IPM K-12 education project & greenhouse IPM lessons—when the NE School IPM Working Group was first formed, they set a goal to be involved with an ongoing activity and chose the development of K-12 school IPM curriculum.  Kathy Murray applied for and procured separate NE IPM Center partnership grant for the curriculum project.  The following are highlights from the 2-year K-12 curriculum demonstration project that will be reported more fully in a separate annual report (to be filed March 2011).
a.  The NESWIG established school classroom IPM education demonstrations in three states (Maine, Connecticut, Pennsylvania) and worked with participating teachers to utilize lessons and assess student learning.  Some examples of learning activities done in participating classrooms: students made posters and insect models, participated in insect discovery field day events, raised and released butterflies to study insect development and performed a play about insects.  
b. Curriculum team also produced the following deliverables:
· Alignment of the Connecticut IPM Curriculum with new CT academic standards as well as Maine, New England and National Standards.
· Developed and utilized assessment tools to measure student learning and to get teacher feedback
· Developed five greenhouse IPM lessons and assessments for middle and high school level classrooms and HS technical education programs
· Surveyed over 300 teachers throughout the Northeast to measure interest, need and opportunities for improving K-12 IPM education
· Established a network for sharing ideas, resources, educational materials, announcements and technical expertise related to K-12 IPM education. The group also established a listserv to facilitate information sharing throughout the northeast region and convened monthly conference calls for project planning and information sharing.
· Identified education specialists throughout the northeast who will collaborate with curriculum team in writing a plan for supporting and promoting K-12 IPM education.
c.  During the second year of the project the curriculum team will:
· Collaborate with educators and education specialists via e-mail, document sharing and a planned internet-based meeting to develop a written plan outlining needs and opportunities for promoting and supporting K-12 IPM Education.
· Identify additional schools and classrooms to pilot IPM curricula including the new greenhouse IPM curricula.  
· Work with identified classrooms to support their participation in the curricula demonstration
· Report on the results of the teacher survey
· Continue meeting with collaborators monthly by conference call to share ideas, resources and materials for implementing the second year of demonstration projects.


4. PRIA financials—most of the 2008 PRIA funds have been projected to be used by the first quarter of 2011.  With remaining funds, steering committee proposed to visit Louisiana to support and encourage demonstration projects in Ascension Parish and New Orleans, and hold an in-person (expanded) steering committee meeting to plan finishing the 2008 PRIA grant and starting the 2010 PRIA grant.  Tentative dates for the meeting are December 9-10, 2010.  Fudd and Janet plan on visiting Ascension Perish and New Orleans prior to the meeting.    
5. Brian Davidson joined the call.  He is new to the EPA and works for the Office of the Administrator with the pesticide safety program.  Brian considers himself a novice to school IPM work, but is very interested in learning more and helping further the 2015 initiative.
6. Funding update—The Kellogg Foundation declined our proposal, but Dawn and Tom haven’t heard any details about why.  They have a conference call with Kellogg reps scheduled for August.  The IPM Institute has not heard final words from the grants office regarding the 2010 PRIA grant.  Recall, our proposal was ranked highest in the community sector and we have heard no negative news yet.  If funded, Tim Stock and his programmer would like to meet with the steering committee to plan the new online report cards including how to create restricted permission, how to distribute (e.g. notifications through school of education), follow up and regional working group responsibilities.
7. PMSP changes and expansion of steering committee—PMSP revision is done and letters will go out to the people who provided comments.  Tom and Dawn will review final comments before submitting the PMSP v. 2.0 to Rick and Linda to post on the USDA website.  There is a need for the EPA to have a strategy document that is separate from the PMSP, but still references it.  Based on previous EPA strategies, Tom drafted an outline for a national school IPM strategy document, which he will be sending it to EPA representatives Tom Brennan, Frank Ellis and Mike McDavit.
8. Updates

a. EPA Tribal School IPM Project July 20-21 in Phoenix, AZ— post-workshop survey showed that pest ID workshops, bed bug workshops, and landscape workshops are in high demand.  Participants liked the crawl-through and guest speakers.  52 participants attended including representatives from: 

· Tribes: Navajo, Hopi, Gila River Indian Community, Pascua Yaqui Indian Tribe, Tohono O'odham Nation, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Cocopah Indian Tribe, Yakama, Winnebago, Salt River Pima Maricopa, Indian Community.
· University: University of Arizona, University of California, Northern Arizona University-Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals, University of Washington, University of Wyoming, University of Illinois, Indiana University.
· State agency: AZ Office of Pest Management, ADEQ, ADA.
· Federal agency: Indian Health Service, EPA.
· Companies: University Pest and Termite, Godec Randal, Orkin, Profex.
· NGO: Intertribal Council of Arizona, National Tribal Environmental Council, Monroe County Community School Corporation, Salt Lake City School District.
b. Demonstrations and coalitions
Update on Demonstrations and Coalitions
North Central Region


· D: South Dakota (Mark) – Erin, Clyde, Mark, Mike Daniels and several people from South Dakota State performed the 4th assessments and delivered the 4th pest press newsletter.  They obtained chemical treatment records from both schools.  The project team turned over project management responsibilities to South Dakota State Extension, including planning and scheduling on-site visits.

· Separate from the demonstration projects, the Winnebago Tribe will be holding a training in Sioux City, IA September 14-17, on school IPM, healthy homes & other topics.

· D: Illinois (Sue Ratcliffe) – EPA recognition award presented in May 2010.  There was good press coverage and a state representative attended the award ceremony.  Marc Lame and Sue Ratclife will meet with the IPM coordinator on June 18th to get the IPM binder organized for IPM STAR certification.

· Illinois' state IPM coordinator's funding was cut significantly.  In order to maintain some funding for school IPM, Doug Jones (extension specialist) will take over leadership of school IPM program.  He has been coordinating with Derrick.  They plan to do two more demonstrations, one in the southern and one in the northern part of the state.
· C: Missouri (Anastasia Becker) –Missouri School IPM working group will be holding a school IPM workshop before the Missouri Coordinated Health Care Coalition annual meeting in December - meeting attendees include school nurses, health instructors, etc.  They also posted school IPM video online.

· C: Nebraska (Clyde Ogg and Erin Bauer) – First demonstration meetings on June 22 and 23 (indoor).  Both went very well, schools plan to follow up on recommendations.  Also did a short turf assessment at Lincoln Public Schools and met with the groundskeeper.  This is not as high of a priority as indoor IPM but the school requested a short evaluation of the grounds.  Third coalition meeting was held July 7.  Mark Shour talked about his experiences with school IPM in Iowa.  Last coalition meeting of the year will be October 6; Tom Green will attend and talk about IPM STAR certification.
· C: Illinois (Ruth Kerzee) – With the help of SPCP, Illinois’ first coalition is scheduled for June 15th.  Six people participated in the first call on June 15, discussed what they want to get out of the coalition.  Participants were interested in doing a walkthrough of a demonstration school and learning how to contract for IPM services.  Next meeting will be held in early September.
· C: Indiana (Jodi Perras)— August 6 conflicts with working group annual meeting so they are trying to reschedule for September.  Hard to get Indiana University and Purdue people available on the same day.  Have applied for funds through the IN Department of Health asthma program.  Joe Moore is working on a case study of Pike Township school district, documenting their switch to IPM.  Also talked with Marc Lame, Jerry Jochim and John Carter about the Monroe County project.  Joe is also preparing a fact sheet on the burden of implementing IPM (i.e. whether it is more or less work for staff, etc).
· C: Ohio— Held a meeting on June 16 with 32 attendees, including 12 people representing 11 school districts and people from EPA, Ohio State University, health and environmental organizations and others.  The meeting went well and several people expressed interest in creating a formal coalition.  Mostly focused on IPM basics, also talked about regulations.  There were a lot of questions about regulations.  Brief walkthrough held afterwards.
· NC sIPM WG annual meeting taking place August 5-6, 2010 in Nebraska City, NE.  
Northeastern Region
· D: New Hampshire (Lynn & Kathy) – Exeter (SAU16 District), initial assessment complete, and the schools has now adopted the Monroe Model.  The leadership has strongly shifted to a local core team within NE who is currently applying for state funding to support personnel costs.  Representatives from SchoolDude are helping school staff used software to aid IPM program.  Final assessment tentatively planned to be completed by March.  Lynn working with local leaders to determine capstone event/project.  Pilot school recently requested help to write an IPM policy for the entire school district. 
· D: Rhode Island (Lynn & Kathy) – Chariho School District, initial assessment largely complete.  The NE sIPM working group will be able to use PRIA money for this project.  Kathy and Lynn did in-service training with kitchen staff and soil sampling on athletic fields.  Lynn and Kathy’s communication with state contact has been difficult.  Leaders would like to finish the demonstration this fall, with specific goals.  As part of his fall contract with the IPM Institute, Lynn will be taking a more assertive role to get the demonstration up and running.
· D: Vermont—plans to organize a school IPM demonstration at Hartford school district using funds from the NE IPM Center’s partnership grant.  This site will also act as a lead for a state coalition.  Lynn B. did an assessment at an elementary school and main athletic fields.  Custodial staff wants to change to IPM practices and district has strong willingness to practice IPM.  Custodian in-service training planned for eighth quarter.
· D: Connecticut—is interested in starting a demonstration or coalition project and will submit a proposal to the NE Working Group.  Kathy and Lynn B. had a conference call with four reps from extension and regulatory agencies.  Regulatory rep was not excited about a pilot project, but more interested in a coalition.  Kathy provided goals from PRIA grant and examples of Arizona coalition to help leaders define the coalition to match 2015 goals. 
· C: Pennsylvania (Lyn Garling) – Pittsburg School District, held school walkthrough and IPM workshop.  Lyn is working with the Pennsylvania ASBO to add an IPM session to their annual meeting.  She is also hoping to have another facility managers meeting where county extension agents can help with the training in southern part of state.  Penn State helped lead education training for schools that were having issues with bed bugs.  
· C: New York (Lynn) – school IPM coalition efforts are on hold until status of IPM legislation is determined.  NY community IPM programs set to end July of 2010 due to state budget decisions.  Lynn submitted his letter of retirement to Cornell, but plans to stay on as co-chair of the NE sIPM WG on a contractual basis.  
· C: West Virginia—is interested in starting a coalition and will submit a proposal to the NE Working Group.
· The annual NE school IPM work group meeting is planned for Pittsburg in October.
· Lynn Braband retired from Cornell because of funding cut.  Lynn will be continuing as co-chair of working group over the next three months using funds from current PRIA grant.  Money from NE IPM Center will go to support Lynn’s time after October (working part time).  Lynn unlikely to be part of leadership for 2010 PRIA projects.
· NE School IPM Working Group finished ranking their priorities: http://www.northeastipm.org/priorities/Priorities-SchoolIPMWG-2010.pdf 
· Working Group is sending out two advocacy letters: one about EPA’s strategic plan and how environmental education is vital and should be included and the other to federal legislatures about re-establishing support for the IPM Centers.  

· Jennifer grant and Frank Rossi put on turf training in NE region through the School Facilities Management Institute.  Frank took school board members out on athletic fields for an evaluation.  Lynn will send the group a copy of the evaluation form that Frank used. 
Southern Region
· D: Louisiana (Janet & Fudd) – Ascension Parish School District, assessed three schools in the district, and school officials have begun the monitoring phase.  Working group leaders are planning another follow up assessment for spring/early summer of 2010.  Dale Pollet retired, so Dennis Ring is the only point person right now.  Janet and Fudd will follow up with Dennis to plan an intervention including a more rigorous assessment.  
· D: Arkansas (Janet & Fudd) – Fayetteville & Russellville expressed interest. Southern WG turned down for PESP grant.  John Hopkins is still looking for funds.
· D: City of New Orleans—with the help of researchers at Tulane University, the City of N.O. is starting a city-wide school IPM program focused on vector control and rat management.  A representative of the City of N.O. needs to contact Dale or Dennis directly to get LSU on board and to partner with the Southern sIPM WG.

· D: Oklahoma—is interested in starting a demonstration project, but they need funds.

· C: North Carolina (Chris Mills) – Union Public Schools, first coalition meeting took place August 5, 2009.  Mike Waldvogel and Patty Alder of NC State are trying to make progress in updating school and childcare IPM manuals due to new state laws which will be enacted this fall.  Janet is trying to connect Mike with Debra Dixon to obtain a speaking spot at the 2011 SASBO conference.
· C: Alabama (Fudd) – Fudd received Federal EIPM funds and hopes to have a coalition meeting later this fall.  He plans on meeting with the executive director in Alabama about conducting school IPM training with PMPs and school officials and starting and advisory committee to develop training materials.
· C: Tennessee: Karen Vail’s school lost interest in an IPM program, so she is looking for a new school to work with.
· IPM Pest guide is going to editors at LA extension service.  Guide is being produced thanks to funds from the 2009 enhancement grants. 
· Texas: regulatory people created new form of inspecting schools that includes monitoring, written plans, IPM Coordinators, etc.  TIPMAPS is moving forward.  Statewide conference Nov. 17th-18th.  School reps have organized all the work.
· Janet is organizing two bat management workshops: August 4, 2010 in Houston, TX and August 5, 2010 in Austin, TX.  https://agrilifevents.tamu.edu/index.cfm 
· Janet put together proposal for PESP grant to get WG together to re-establish priorities, create pest ID guides and iPhone applications, and translate school IPM materials to Spanish (e.g. inspection sheets).  She should receive a response from the EPA by the end of September, 2010.
Western Region


· D: Oregon (Tim, large school) – Salem-Keizer School District, WG assessed a number of schools in the district, selected a demonstration site, sent out a pest press, established a Memorandum of Understanding, and took allergen samples.  Tim Stock is working on building an OR coalition surrounding Salem-Keizer schools in 2010.

· D: Albany (Oregon, small school): Tim started another pilot project in Albany school district and they completed an online survey to fulfill report card info.  At the Oregon ASBO meeting, three more districts expressed interest in starting pilot projects.

· D: Tim wants to start a pilot project in a small school to compare to the two larger Oregon demonstration projects. 

· Tim is not getting numbers from Salem.  Getting pulled by other school districts that are requesting training, including a facilities union.  He has funds to employ an assistant who is starting soon.
· Tim is attending the Oregon Pest Control Association annual planning meeting to discuss possible partnerships.
· D: Colorado (Assea) – The Colorado school IPM group launched another pilot program in the rural school district of Sterling (3,000 students).  New rep Debra Young is taking the lead with community IPM programs in CO regarding public housing and schools.

· D: Utah (Dawn, Tim, Carrie, Ryan)—school IPM workshop planned for October 19, 2010, which will include an EPA strategy meeting.  One-day rodent workshop planned soon.  Carrie Foss going to Salt Lake City beginning of August for recertification of school district.

· D: New Mexico (Tess)—Held an IPM meeting for school facility maintenance staff in Albuquerque.   

· C: Washington (Carrie Foss)—coalition meeting scheduled for May 5, 2010 for Bellevue school district (IPM STAR certified).  Diverse U-pest group and Eden Pest Technologies involved in planning and delivering coalition meeting.  UPEST group scheduled coalition meeting November 18th in Vancouver area.
· EPA Region 10—new school IPM project manager who is encouraging Carrie to get involved with the Yakama tribe for an implementation project starting in October.

· Carrie hosting Seattle Rodent Academy November 2-4, 2010.  She is allotting for 28 paying PMPs, and 12 school IPM reps to come on scholarship.  Tim Stock and Tess Grasswitz are coming to speak, as well as some educators within the school districts, such as a rep from the Salem-Keiser project and Yakama Tribe EPA rep.  Group is going to inspect alley ways (the training is not necessarily related to schools).  
· Vancouver school districts received reports back from IPM STAR.
· Tim and Carrie meeting with Portland to evaluate the work they’ve done for their IPM STAR recertification.

· California—California Department of Pesticide Regulation held a Green Schools Conference and are working with facility planners in order to facilitate architectural design discouraging pests around schools.  New publication California's Use of IPM in Managing Pests in Schools.  2010.  Brajkovich, Laurie; Hanger, Ann; Messenger, Belinda; Simmons, Sewell.  Outlooks on Pest Management, Volume 21, Number 1, February 2010, pp. 25-30(6).

· Nevada—with funds from the Nevada Department of Ag, Clark County School District held a mandatory school IPM training seminar which 210 custodians attended.

· Wyoming has new representative—Bryan Stevens who is coming to Arizona to meet Dawn and other WG members.

