School IPM National Steering Committee Conference Call Minutes
May 9, 2011 at 12:30pm – 1:30pm CST
Attachments: 
1. PowerPoint: SIPM EPA Regional Contacts MAP
2. Word Doc: School IPM Coalition Operating Manual
3. Word Doc: Memorandum of Understanding
4. Excel Spreadsheet: PMSP National Priorities Spreadsheet

5. Excel Spreadsheet: PRIA 2010 Coalition Funding Spreadsheet

Roll Call
Sherry Glick, Rick Melnicoe, Fudd Graham, Dawn Gouge, Kathy Murray, Tim Stock, Tom Green, Kelly Chambers
Additional Agenda Items
Call Time Change: As of now, all calls will be held on the 2nd Monday of the month at 12 NOON CST (not 12:30pm). Please email Kelly Chambers (kchambers@ipminstitute.org) if this time change does not work for your schedule. 
EPA Update (Sherry Glick)

· Regional EPA personnel involvement (see attachment #1)
EPA regional contacts have been working on a number of things including establishing a baseline of where EPA is with school IPM.  They are working on templates for different components of verifiable IPM. It is difficult for EPA to tell schools to collect data because they don’t have an Information Collections Request (ICR).  This means that schools will have to volunteer to provide data and implement verifiable IPM.
EPA is also working on a strategic plan. It is based off of a template from the tools-for-schools strategy.  The school IPM work groups are a part of this strategy.  They are also working on developing an IPM-cubed training module.  There are also efforts by the EPA Office of International Affairs with a focus on school IPM border projects.  The Office of Environmental Justice was briefed on school IPM and wants school IPM to be a top priority but it is unclear what levels of funding will be.
EPA has submitted an abstract to present at the International IPM Symposium and plans to have regional personnel present.

· Status of EPA school IPM request for applications (this is not PRIA)
There is an RFA that has been drafted for an EPA school IPM grant available to 9 of 10 EPA regions. The same groups eligible for PESP grants will be eligible for this. The budget for this grant is not out yet.  The RFA is estimated to come out the week of May 16-20.  Sherry will let us know ASAP and Kelly and Tom will send notifications to the steering committee if they hear anything as well.
The RFA will be put out on a national level but the competition for funding will be regional.  Once the RFA comes out Kelly Chambers will send out to steering committee and arrange a conference call to specifically discuss this.  It would be great if each school IPM regional work group could submit a strong proposal for a project.  Dawn expressed concern that if Universities apply for the grant that the 51 percent overhead causes problems and leaves little money to complete projects. 
· EPA Region 7 will transition from Heather Duncan to Katie Howard
Katie Howard will be joining the North Central Region calls. She can be contacted at:

Katie Howard
Toxics and Pesticides Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7
901 North 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101
Phone:  913-551-7861
Fax:  913-551-9861
howard.katherine@epa.gov
PRIA 2010 Documents Final Review:

Coalition Operating Manual – This is the “how to” manual for coalitions (see attachment #2)
Tom and Kelly have revised this document to put fewer restrictions on coalitions.  Dawn emailed comments/edits to be made.  This document does not include information collecting asthma data so that it can be used for coalitions not collecting asthma data.  Kelly and Tom will make final edits and add a model funding proposal.  Please email any other final comments to Kelly at kchambers@ipminstitute.org. The final draft will be sent to the steering committee and then put into typeset for print to emulate Dawn’s school IPM brochure.
Memorandum of Understanding – A “good faith” agreement between coalition leaders and coalition members (see attachment #3)
This document was shortened so that potential members would not be scared away from commitment.

Next steps for PRIA 2010 documents, drafts of the cost/benefit report, take-home asthma materials and the model funding document will be sent around to the steering committee as they progress.   
PMSP National Priorities - Final comments from steering committee (see attachment
Finalize and send out for ranking after steering committee conference call
Kelly Chambers will send around the spreadsheet of national priorities for comment.  Also, Kelly will send a list of national contacts to the steering committee – Please look at this list and add any individuals that you feel should take part in the ranking process of the national PMSP priorities.  
Kelly and Tom will have a meeting to discuss the process of ranking the PMSP priorities to make sure all appropriate individuals have the opportunity to comment.

PREP Course Update (Kathy Murray)
The PREP course was held last week.  Faith Oi, Sherry Glick and Kathy Murray all presented.   Kathy presented data on the State of Maine’s school IPM implementation.  It was well received by the audience, who were mostly pest management inspectors.  There are five or six PREP courses a year and there is one coming up on urban IPM issues – Carrie Foss may be looking into being involved in this.
REMINDER: PRIA 2010 Funding Spreadsheet due May 15th to Kelly Adams (see attachment #5)
Kathy asked who would make the final decision on states being funded by PRIA 2010.  Tom said that if there was a decision to be made the project PIs would resolve it.

If you have not sent your spreadsheet with comments please email it to Kelly Adams (kadams@ipminstitute.org) by May 15th. 
Coalition/Demonstration Updates
Arizona

Mary Grisier (EPA Region 9) was not able to attend Western Region conference call but Marcie attended in her place.  Dawn continues to call EPA contacts regularly.  Dawn said AZ is applying for funds from the AZ Dept of Ag focusing on outdoor pest management issues, working with Tim Stock, Carrie Foss and Tess Grasswitz. 
Oregon

Carrie Foss and Juliann Barta (EPA) are in regular contact working together.  Tim said the EPA RFP will most likely not be available to Region 10.  Tim is working on creating a model IPM plan, scheduled to be done by July 1.  Tim also hired a ¾ time assistant, Jennifer Snyder.

As part of SPIN, Oregon is also collaborating with the NW Center for Alternatives for Pesticides to work with schools to start pilot projects. They will conduct trainings and focus on outdoors school IPM.

Tim talked about the Sustainable Place Information Network (http://sustainableparks.ning.com) which is a social network site for IPM practitioners.

Washington
Carrie Foss is working on tribal IPM with the Yakama Nation (13 tribes).  They are expanding the IPM program to all buildings and will be creating a policy and plan.
Michigan

The paperwork for the MI coalition is still being processed at MSU.  The plan is to have the first coalition meeting by the end of the month.
Indiana

IN coalition had a meeting earlier in the year with over 70 people and they have another workshop this June.  The NC region is planning on submitting a proposal for the next EPA RFA to support the IN coalition. 
Northeast

Kathy mentioned that the Northeastern region is updating their educational resources.  If you go to the Northeastern IPM Center website (http://www.northeastipm.org/) you can search for school IPM resources.

With the help of Dawn, Tim and Janet, Kathy submitted a proposal for a mini-symposium covering K-12 education at the International IPM Symposium.  The next step will be to submit identified speakers.  The deadline for submissions has been moved back and we should hear in the next couple months on the status of Kathy’s mini-proposal.  
Texas 

As of now it looks like the school IPM law will not be repealed in TX, this is in large thanks to some of the school IPM coordinators writing letters as public citizens, our lone activist parent, Mary Hintikka writing letters, calling on Senators and Representatives and contacting activist groups to get involved.  Finally, without the support of the Executive Director of the Texas Pest Management Association, writing a very strong letter and visiting with legislators this bill may have not been repealed.  Interestingly enough the push to repeal was solely based on the unfunded mandate option and this could be costing schools money.  When it was pointed out that the unfunded burden was not on the schools, who have to do pest control no matter what, that it was Dept. of Ag and Extension who actually stepped up to the plate, no one had a problem dropping this repeal. 

Mike Merchant and Janet Hurley had a face-to-face visit with EPA Region 6 school IPM liaison Joy Campbell, as well as Greg Weiler, Paula Selzer (children's Env. Health), David Bond (P2 education) and Craig Carroll, Pesticide Section Chief.  We discussed upcoming changes with EPA's goal for children's health school IPM and where our region stands on school IPM.  We also discussed different ways our region can work together.   May 9-11 is the EPA US/Mexico Border program is meeting in San Antonio.  Dr. Charles Allen, State IPM Coordinator (Janet's immediate supervisor) will be attending this meeting on the 11th to meet with EPA officials to discuss possible educational programs for the TX - Mexico border.  Our school IPM program already has strong relationships with several border school districts' and in June; Janet will be conducting a program with Dept. of Health and Dr. Genny Carrillo, Assistant Professor, Texas A&M Health Science Center on a children's environmental health workshop.  (Watch you email for announcement) Program will discuss information about asthma and common triggers, current problems with health inspections, diseases transmitted by animals and insects, pesticide safety and regulations and adopting and implementing IPM.   

Arkansas

Russellville school district conducted their second inspection and distributed pest ID guides.  They are planning to have a third inspection and meeting this summer.  They also plan to implement any items that need fixing or repairing over the summer months.  

Louisiana

Janet traveled to Baton Rouge in April to assist Karen Nix with a school pesticide safety CE meeting, assist Ascension Parish and meet with Claudia Riegel with City of New Orleans.   Janet gave a 2-hour presentation on adopting IPM in schools and other sensitive environments.  Topic was very well received and restored my faith in investing time into a school IPM coalition in the area.  

Janet assisted Jeremy Theriot at Ascension Parish schools, by inspecting East Ascension high school for rodents.  The main building of the high school has been mostly addressed, but the rodent problem has moved to portable buildings.  The rooms we inspected were very filthy and the teachers were not telling anyone, as they did not want to be held responsible for not cleaning up after themselves.  Janet sent a 4-page letter detailing what changes need to still be made in order to qualify this school for having a verifiable IPM program.  Janet and Jeremy also discusses placement of rodent bait stations at the high school as well.  Fudd is working on getting fire ant bait donated to the school and if funds allow going down to Ascension to teach Jeremy and the grounds staff an alternative way to treat for fire ants, then the current method they are using, which is NOT effective.   

Janet met with Claudia to discuss the EPA CARE grant, future programming opportunities and how city of New Orleans can help with school IPM implementation in LA.  The reason City of New Orleans did not qualify for the CARE grant was our area of assistance was too broad, we needed to specify a specific neighborhood and we also needed more community affiliations.  However, this did not discourage Claudia or myself as we both see where we can expand.  The City of New Orleans is also in the process of building a new location for the termite pest board which is across the street from the University of New Orleans and Benjamin Franklin High School, when I'm down in October for the training class we are going to see if we couldn't set up a meeting for later in the year or early 2012 to have a school IPM type training at the new offices training facility.  

The next major objective for our workgroup is to see about getting more partnership involvement from LA Dept. of Ag, they have a dedicated person who oversees the regulatory portion of the school IPM rules and Marty Pousson seemed interested in becoming more involved in school IPM training.  Marty also knows the majority of the school's IPM coordinators and is willing to assist in getting some networking going on.   

North Carolina

Mike Waldvogel and Patty Alder have been conducting regional school IPM trainings throughout their state.  They have been bringing Chris Mills along with them to help with the education portion of the training, especially how do you implement.    At one of the trainings in April, Patty Alder presented Chris Mills with the plaque from the National Steering committee on his commitment to school IPM and the implementation of it in all North Carolina schools.     http://ncschoolipm.blogspot.com/2011/04/ipm-coordinator-receives-important.html 

Florida

If you have not seen or heard about this Bugs Keep Orange Co. School Cafeterias Closed, Pest Control Company Volunteers To Get Rid Of German Cockroach Infestation    http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/42867782/ns/local_news-orlando_fl/t/bugs-keep-orange-co-school-cafeterias-closed/ check out this link or just Google it.  While this made the internet waves, Janet was actually contacted by Houston ISD asking about this problem.  Apparently, the food service contractor for this district is Aramark, who was not interested in IPM.  When this contact emailed his fellows, one being HISD, their concern was over the resistance of cockroaches to routine spray applications.   The Director for HISD food service questioned the IPM coordinator about this problem with Houston kitchens and Lenny Carley stated that HISD has not had this problem because of their IPM program.  That they constantly monitor for activity and treat with baits and gels at the first site of a German cockroach problem.   As for Orang Co Schools, they have since contacted Univ. of FL and asked for assistance in setting up an IPM program, the problem is time, money and personnel.  Faith Oi is trying to work with others in area to see about getting this district some assistance.  

NEXT CALL: Monday, June 13, 2011 at 12:00 noon – 1:00pm CST

