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EPAôs Mission

The mission of the Environmental 

Protection Agency is to protect human 

health and the environment. Since 1970, 

EPA has been working for a cleaner, 

healthier environment for the American 

people.





Pesticide Environmental 

Stewardship Program

Building partnerships to reduce pesticide risk in both 

agricultural and nonagricultural settings.

ÁEPAôs premier partnership program dedicated to reducing 

pesticide risk

ÁWhile government regulation can reduce pesticide risk - the 

informed actions of pesticide users can potentially reduce 

pesticide risk more efficiently and to a greater extent than 

regulatory mandates

Á Promotes the adoption of innovative, alternative pest control 

practices, such as integrated pest management and biopesticides

ÁMembers engage local communities in awareness building and 

other informed practices



School IPM

Protecting Children in 

Schools from Pests and 

Pesticides



Integrated Pest Management 

(IPM) in Schools Program

Á Make schools a safer place to learn and work by 

decreasing pesticide exposure risks

Á Minimize use of conventional and high -risk pesticides

Á Make schools inaccessible to and uninhabitable by 

pests

Á Increase the number of schools adopting IPM

Á Have all U.S. schools implementing IPM by 2015

Á Increase IPM awareness - legislators, regulators, school 

districts, parents, and students

Á Develop IPM educational materials

Protecting children from unnecessary exposure to 
pests and pesticides by implementing integrated pest 

management in schools.



Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a 

safer, and usually less costly option for 

effective pest management in the school 

community. A school IPM program 

employs commonsense strategies to 

reduce sources of food, water and shelter 

for pests in your school buildings and 

grounds. IPM programs take advantage of 

all pest management strategies, including 

judicious careful use of pesticides when 

necessary.

What is IPM?



IPM Pyramid

Use Pesticides Only When Absolutely Necessary
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ÁCockroaches: Skin fragments and 

feces are the most common cause 

of asthma in urban youth.

ÁAnts: Fire ant stings cause several 

human deaths per year.

ÁRodents: Deadly hantavirus is 

transmitted by rodent urine and 

feces.

Significance

of Common Pests in 

Schools


